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JOHNSTON

By RORY SCHULER

Michael Solitro Jr. left 
behind one giant 
“PUDDIN’ Hat” to 

fill. 
In the thick of their first 

zeppole season without 
him, Solitro’s daughters, 
son and grandchildren 
have been taking turns fill-
ing the Italian flag colored 
chef ’s cap. 

Solitro’s Bakery, a Crans-
ton institution since 1950, 
has been crowned the re-
gion’s Best Zeppoles in a 
contest held by Beacon 
Communications, publish-
er of The Cranston Herald, 
Warwick Beacon and The 
Johnston Sun Rise. 

Michael Solitro Jr. died in 
November 2021, at 88 years 
old. He founded the Crans-
ton Street bakery with his 
three brothers, George, Ar-
mando and Larry 72 years 
ago. The shop first opened 
across the street, and then 
built the current location 
two years later. 

“My father was a master 
baker,” said Elena Pennac-
chini, who now owns Soli-
tro’s Bakery. “As the years 
went on they started train-
ing me.”

Solitro’s Bakery wins  
Best Zeppoles Contest

A DUSTING OF TRADITION: Brendan Notarianni shakes some sugar on a completed batch of zeppoles, as 
his mother Diane Notarianni, and aunt, Paula Arlia, watch on. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

BEST ZEPPOLES WINNER: The readers of the Cranston Herald, 
Warwick Beacon and Johnston Sun Rise have voted Solitro’s Bakery as 
the producers of the regions Best Zeppoles in Beacon Communications 
inaugural contest. BEST - PAGE 10■

By RORY SCHULER

As kids, Wayne J. Forrest, his brothers and friends, 
held bike races up and down Winsor Avenue.

“To say there’s been a lot of changes on Winsor Ave-
nue in 65 years is an understatement,” Forrest told the 
Johnston Town Council Monday night. 

“If a car came by, it was a major event. It was a big 
deal.”

During the meeting, Forrest was one of four town 
residents to stand and speak out against five new solar 
fields proposed for Johnston’s west-end.

“I’m not sure why the town seems to be on this rapid 
speed to get every square inch of this town developed,” 
Forrest said. “It’s a beautiful area.”

Are new solar 
field projects 
inevitable?

By RORY SCHULER

The Johnston School Committee and Town Council 
planned to hold a pair of special meetings, in joint-ses-
sion, on the evenings of Wednesday, March 16, and 
Wednesday, March 23, to discuss school building proj-
ects.

The town’s voters are expected to vote in a bond ref-
erendum, deciding whether to fund a $215 million 
school facilities overhaul.

The boards announced the meetings late last week.
In February, Rhode Island Gov. Dan McKee joined 

the town’s elected officials and school administrators in 
the basement of Johnston’s oldest school, Thornton El-
ementary, to ceremoniously sign the bill allowing John-
ston to seek a bond referendum.

The referendum has been planned for April 5.

Boards meet to 
detail massive 

school overhaul

SOLAR - PAGE 4■

SCHOOLS - PAGE 8■

GOLDEN EGG:  
The Emo DiNitto/Rhode Island Football 
Chapter of the National Football Foun-

dation unveiled its Golden Dozen for 
2022, and Johnston wide receiver Joey 
Acciardo made the cut. The nominees 
were selected based on performance 

on both the field and in the classroom, 
and will given $1,000 grants toward 

their respective colleges. To read the 
full story, turn to Page 19. 
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RecReation Bus 
tRips and touRs

by SB BoiSy LLC
atlantic city bus trip to

Caesar’s Entertainment 
Casino Resort
April 26th-28th 

3 days/ 2 nights
Full Escorted tour rates include:

Comps of $25 Food, $25 Slot, Baggage Handling, Taxes, Nightly Fees.
Only guest over 21 will receive comps.

Maximum bedding per room is 2 double beds
Single Rate $298.00 — Double Rater Per Person $213.00

Triple Rate Per Person $203 — Quad Rate Per Person $199

SB Boisy LLC 401-263-1341
Sander Boisvert, 6 Belfield Drive, Johnston, RI 02919

$20 pp to reserve your seat. Half of cost due by March 20th   — Final payment due April 10th.
Pickup: Somerset, MA - Cranston - Warwick - Coventry

• Seven Casino’s on Boardwalk
  plus, Jitney Ride to Borgata,
  Harrah’s, Golden Nugget
• IMax Experience, Tanger Outlets
• Fun and Games on the Bus

for yourself.

Open House
12pm-3pm
Saturday, March 19th

hendricken.com/visit

Still accepting
applications for
Fall 2022!

YOUR 
AD

COULD
BE

HERE
To place your ad, 

call Natalie at

732-3100

By PETE FONTAINE

He’s been called a legend as well 
as one of the most dedicated educa-
tors in Johnston High School history.

He has established many of the 
school’s most storied traditions such 
as Homecoming that now ranks 
among the envy — and showcase — 
for all schools in Rhode Island.

He has an unmatched legacy that 
dates back to 1976 when he graduat-
ed from Johnston High School and is 
known by people is neighboring dis-
tricts as “an educator for all seasons 
and reasons.”

All of which is why Gregory 
“Greg” Russo, who heads the John-
ston High School Science Depart-
ment, was summoned to last week’s 
school committee meeting where he 
was honored for restoring some nor-
malcy to the students’ social lives.

“Mr. (Greg) Russo is truly the heart 
and soul of Johnston High school,” 
Superintendent Dr. Bernard DiLullo 
told the five school committee mem-
bers and an attentive audience inside 
the Nicholas A. Ferri Middle School 
Library. “The many events and tradi-
tions that occur here are due to his 
love for his school and its students.”

DiLullo then declared “each Year 
Mr. Russo coordinates the Battle of 
the Classes that creates a special ca-
maraderie throughout the entire stu-
dent body. The same is true (for) our 
highly-valued Homecoming, Spirit 
Week and the Winter Ball to name 
just a few of the major events.”

Meanwhile, as DiLullo continued 
heaping words of praise upon the 
valuable educator, who also serves 
as an assistant track and field coach 
in the spring.

“These are all traditions that the 
students, their families and school 

staff look forward to and they are 
always spectacular events under Mr. 
Russo’s watch,” DiLullo said.

In addition, Russo serves — and 
loves doing so he’ll readily attest — 
the faculty advisor for the always-
active JHS Student Council that he 
has guided since 2003 and in past 
years as advisor for the classes of 
1990, 1994, 1999 and 2003.

Russo has also provided valuable 
leadership — as well as initiated 
new programs — as the Faculty Ad-
visor for SADD (Students against 
Dangerous Decisions) since 1990.

Perhaps one of Russo’s all-time 
best contributions came many moons 
ago when he founded Johnston 
High’s Academic Decathlon Team 
and directed it from the beginning 
until 2016.

Given that, as DiLullo emphasized: 
“The recognition that Vice Chair (Jo-
seph) Rotella and the School Com-
mittee bestowed on Mr. Russo is well 
deserved and a token of our appre-
ciation for everything he does.” 

Rotella, who said “I have some de-
lightful duty to perform here to-
night,” called Russo to the center of 
the room where he presented him 
with a Town of Johnson, Johnston 
School Committee Proclamation.

“Let it be known to all,” Rotella 
began with a smile on his face and 
sincerity ringing in his voice, Greg 
Russo “is hereby commended by the 
Johnston School Committee for his 
unwavering dedication, in his capac-
ity as Student Council Advisor, 
working diligently with fellow fac-
ulty members and student council 
members, to bring the much-loved 
and tradition events Homecoming 
and Winter Ball to Johnston Senior 
High School amid the challenges of 
the global pandemic.”

Greg Russo honored 
for returning normalcy 

to students’ lives

AWESOME AWARD: Long-time Johnston Senior High School faculty member 
Greg Russo (left), who has been known as “Mr. JHS Panther” for years, displays the 
special proclamation he received from Vice Chairman Joseph Rotella at last week’s 
school committee meeting. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)
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Not valid at Boardwalk. Expires 3/31/22Not valid at Boardwalk. Expires 3/31/22 WBWB

BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE 
LUNCH OR DINNER 

COUPON VALID ON SANDWICHES OR ENTREES 
(OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE) 

Not valid with online, Grubhub, and DoorDash orders. Offer valid Sunday - Thursday 
only at IGGY'S BOARDWALK. OFFER VALID FOR LUNCH OR DINNER. 

PURCHASE OF A BEVERAGE IS REQUIRED TO RECEIVE OFFER. EXCLUDES 
ALL LOBSTER DISHES. 18% GRATUITY ON BILL INCLUDED PRIOR TO DISCOUNT. 

NOT VALID ON TAKE-OUT. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER offers. 
Not valid on Holidays. No separate checks allowed.

Offer expires 3/31/22. WB

WARWICK
889 OAKLAND BEACH AVE.
737-9459

NARRAGANSETT
1151 POINT JUDITH RD.
783-5608

By PETE FONTAINE

Registered nurses Lori Autiello and Valerie Jacavone, who serve 
as District Co-Health Coordinators for Johnston Public Schools, 
have no doubt — none whatsoever  — that Sarah Gasbarro will 
someday shine as an accomplished nurse.

The same holds true for Dr. Bernard DiLullo, superintendent of John-
ston’s schools, who heaped words of praise upon the JHS senior who is 
being hailed as a hero on Cherry Hill.

Likewise, School Committee Chairman Robert LaFazia, Vice Chairman 
Joseph Rotella, Dawn Aloisio, Marysue Andreozzi and Susan Mansolillo 
were so impressed with Gasbarro’s recent actions, they honored her at last 
week’s monthly meeting.

“We are so pleased to honor Sarah Gasbarro at this evening’s meeting,” 
DiLullo told an audience of interested school supporters and town resi-
dents. “She is a well-rounded student who saw an emergency and jumped 
in to help a fellow student.”

As Autiello and Jacavone, who were among the many people applaud-
ing Gasbarro’s efforts, said: “We are not sure that even an adult would 
have stepped up like Sarah did in this emergency situation; she’s an amaz-
ing young woman. Her actions to help were delivered in a calm, respon-
sible and caring manner.”

Meanwhile DiLullo wanted it known about the daughter of Paul and 
Deana Gasbarro and sister of Olivia Gasbarro: “She is truly an inspiration 
and role model to all. Her message through her actions is clearly to help 
whenever you can and not to just be a bystander. I am so proud of her 
family for raising such a fine young woman.”

Although the emergency or student’s name that Gasbarro aided in the 
time of need were not released due strict confidentiality rules, Autiello 
and Jacavone thanked school committee members and administrators for 
taking the time to honor Gasbarro.

Thus, one of the moving moments during the brief yet inspiration-filled 
ceremony came when Mansolillo, a veteran School Committee member, 
presented Gasbarro with an official proclamation that read: “Let it be 
known to all that Sarah Gasbarro is hereby recognized for her expeditious 
assistance during a recent emergency situation at Johnston High School. 
We honor and applaud the exemplary efforts of students who endeavor to 
create and uphold a safe and welcoming school environment.”

Even after the School Committee meeting was over, many people in the 
Nicholas A. Ferri Middle School Library offered sincere congratulations to 
Gasbarro who Autiello and Jacavone related “hopes to follow in her 
mother Deana’s footsteps by becoming a nurse.”

Thus, the JHS senior and hero — who will graduate from JHS in June 
— has been accepted and will enroll in the highly-acclaimed Rhode Island 
College Nursing Program in September.

Through it all, “Super Sarah” as people referred to Gasbarro, sat quietly 
and calmly listening to speakers and later thanked admirers for their kind 
words about her actions that — if she didn’t step up at the time — could 
have resulted in a tragedy.

‘Super Sarah’ Gasbarro honored for heroism

PROUD PARENTS: Sarah Gasbarro holds a floral bouquet and proclamations she received 
from the Johnston School Committee and is joined by her mother Deana, sister Olivia and fa-
ther Paul Gasbarro. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

HUMBLE  
HERO:  

Sarah Gasbarro 
(third left), a 

JHS senior who 
was honored by 

the Johnston 
School Commit-
tee for her hero-
ic actions during 
an emergency, is 
joined by Susan 

Mansolillo and 
District Co-

Health Coordi-
nators Valerie 
Jacavone and 

Lori Autiello at 
last week’s  
ceremony.
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Forrest lives at 154 Winsor Ave., 
on the corner of Winsor and Hop-
kins. 

“My folks built that house in 
1957, and I lived there until I was 
25,” Forrest recalled. “Went off. Got 
married. Came back four years ago, 
with my wife, who was kind enough 
to help me downsize, and carry on 
my family tradition of living in the 
house I grew up in.”

Cranston-based Green Develop-
ment has pitched five master plans 
for five separate solar fields off Elm-
grove Avenue, Harilla Lane and 
Winsor Avenue.

The Johnston Planning Board vot-
ed unanimously to approve the 
master plans, and the proposals are 
expected to be heard before the 
Zoning Board meeting on Thurs-
day, March 31.

The five proposed solar fields 
would be constructed on mostly 
wooded plots across approximately 
325 acres. Local abutters have been 
raising concerns about the environ-
ment and neighboring property val-
ues.

Robert J. Civetti, the Town Coun-
cilman representing District 5, has 
been fielding complaints from his 
constituents regarding the solar 
field proposal. 

On Monday night, Civetti asked 
Town Solicitor William J. Conley Jr. 
whether Town Council could legal-
ly enact a moratorium on solar de-
velopment until planning officials 
could adequately update the John-
ston’s Comprehensive Plan.

“We heard from four residents 
this evening,” Civetti said. “There is 
a petition out there … at last check, 
there are over 219 signatures from 
residents in the town of Johnston 
that have signed it, looking for the 
council to do something. Mr. Con-
ley, you’re the attorney, you can tell 
us what legally we can do and can’t 
do, but I would think there’s some-

thing that can be done to at least 
halt it until we can look at it.” 

“A moratorium to interfere with 
another party’s property rights is 
generally highly disfavored,” Con-
ley replied.

Civetti said that it’s likely only a 
matter of time before the solar fields 
earn full approval of both the Plan-
ning and Zoning Boards. 

“We all know the Zoning Board, it 
is an approved use,” Civetti said. 
“So it’s probably going to go to 
Zoning Board, and once it hits Zon-
ing Board, it will get approved. Be-
cause again, it is an allowed use 
based on a zoning ordinance. But 
right now, where it’s still at the mas-
ter plan level, let’s … pump the 
breaks a little.”

Civetti and neighbors plan to 
meet with Green Development at 
one of the sites on March 26. 

“I never thought I’d see the day 
where you’d have … morning rush 
hour on Winsor Avenue coming 
from Connecticut to Citizens Bank,” 
Forrest told Town Council. “And an 
afternoon rush hour from Citizens 
Bank back to Connecticut. Winsor 
Avenue has become a cut-through 
for people going from Scituate to 
Greenville, avoiding Route 6, avoid-
ing Route 44.”

Traffic congestion, spurred by 
massive swaths of development, 
has become a major concern for 
Johnston residents.

“I hope the Town Council takes a 
minute, listens to Mr. Civetti’s pro-
posal to pump the breaks a little 
bit,” Forrest said. “Let’s take a step 
back. Let’s take a deep breath. Let’s 
see what we’re doing up here.”

Resident Lynn Grissom read from 
“Element 5” of the town’s Compre-
hensive Plan, which was last up-
dated in 2007.

“Improving the quality of life for 
local residents by protecting the 
environment and its natural re-
sources,” she said. “Preserving the 
historic and archeological sites. 
Maintaining and improving open 
space conservation resources. Pre-

serving land in its natural state. 
And minimizing negative impacts 
upon the environment during prop-
erty development.”

She asked town officials to look 
more closely at efforts in cities like 
Warwick, where a solar moratorium 
was enacted, but official develop-
ment applications had yet to be 
filed. 

“They’re restricting solar devel-
opment to developed commercial 
and industrial areas; large parking 
lots, rooftops, solar canopies and 
parking lots,” Grissom said. 
“They’ve done this in Vermont, 
they’ve done this all over. They’re 
putting solar canopies on high 
school parking lots, rather than 
mowing down trees to develop and 
throw up these solar arrays.”

A different Rhode Island based 
company recently announced a 
rooftop solar project on the rooves 
of Ocean State Job Lot stores, in-
cluding the Johnston location. Roof-
top solar arrays provide many of 
the same benefits as solar fields, but 
make use of unused space and do 
not require cutting down trees.

Grissom also questioned the 
health and safety implications of 
large solar fields in close proximity 
to homeowners.

“The Rollingwood area where I 
live would be engulfed in an entire 
horseshoe of these things,” Grissom 
said. “Is that safe for our residents? 
We don’t know. We need a study.”

She asked for help from Town 
Council.

“Like Warwick, I believe we need 
the involvement and encourage-
ment of all residents in the formula-
tion, review and adoption or 
amendment of the Comprehensive 
Plan,” Grissom urged. “And I ask 
for your help before we don’t have 
any of this open land left in the 
town.”

Town Council President Robert 
Russo reminded the audience that 
the proposed solar projects are not 
under direct consideration by Town 

SPEAKING UP: Johnston resident Wayne J. Forrest addressed Town Council Monday night. He was one of four 
residents speaking out against a proposed massive solar field project. (Sun Rise Photo by Rory Schuler)

■ Solar
(Continued from page 1)

SOLAR - PAGE 5■
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Council. The decision will be up to the 
Planning and Zoning boards — two 
entities that merely enforce the town’s 
Comprehensive Plan and zoning ordi-
nances. 

The five projects include — a 1.0 
Megawatt solar field, called, GD John-
ston Elmgrove II, at 25 Elmgrove Ave. 
(AP 51 Lot 4, zoned R40); GD Johnston 
Harilla I, a 2.25 MW solar field at 28 
Harilla Lane (AP 51 Lots 9 & 11, zoned 
R40); GD Johnston Winsor I, a 4.0 MW 
solar field at 46 Winsor Ave. (AP 60 Lot 
4, zoned R40); GD Johnston Winsor II, 
a proposed 8.0 MW solar field at 86 
Winsor Ave (AP 60 Lots 2, 20, 86, zoned 
R20 & R40); and GD Johnston Winsor 
III, a proposed 24.0 MW solar field at 
112 Winsor Ave. (AP 59 Lot 15, zoned 
R40).

One of the proposed projects, if ap-
proved, will be constructed just 200 
feet from Chris and Bonnie Dibble’s 
property line. The proposed access 
road will be built a mere 50 feet from 
his house.

“I’m not just worried about NIMBY 
(Not In My Backyard) type issues,” 
Chris Dibble told Town Council. 
“This is bigger. These projects will 
cut and develop the only large for-
ested areas in town that are not Snake 
Den or the Amazon site off of Hart-
ford Ave.”

Like many in town, the Dibbles chose 
their new home based in large part by 
the property’s surroundings. They said 
they knew there was some risk of de-
velopment. They hoped, however, 
their new neighbors might be young 
families, rather than industrial solar 
panels.

“These … forested areas are impor-
tant to maintaining Johnston’s rural 
nature and atmosphere,” Chris Dibble 
said. “They’re important, to health, air 
quality and animal habitats … That 
said, it is in the town’s Comprehensive 
Plan to preserve open forest spaces. 
The area off Winsor Ave. … was spe-

cifically identified as a target for con-
servation.”

Dibble and Grissom called on town 
officials to revise the Comprehensive 
Plan. 

“The town’s Comprehensive Plan 
was last updated in 2007,” Dibble said. 
“We have been paying attention to the 
proceedings of this board and the 
town’s other boards, zoning and plan-
ning.”

For years, the town’s governing 
boards have promised revisions to 
Johnston’s major planning document.

“The existing plan does not dis-
cuss solar governance,” Dibble said. 
“It wasn’t a major consideration 15 
years ago … There are a lot of ways 
you can interpret a 600 page docu-
ment.”

Civetti agrees there is language in 
the current plan that calls for the pres-
ervation of open space. However, the 
town never acted to take the land now 
proposed for development, into trust, 
leaving elected officials little power in 
the decision-making process.

“Before making an irreversible deci-
sion, with decades of impact, the town 
must ensure its policies and regula-
tions are clearly stated,” Dibble ar-
gued. “Other municipalities in Rhode 
Island … have enacted various forms 
of restrictions, bans, moratoriums and 
the like against these types of projects. 
Instead of leaving these decisions up to 
groups like planning and zoning, the 
town’s elected representatives, you 
know, the group of you, owe this town 
a set of clear policies and regulations. 
Otherwise, the planning and zoning 
board don’t have the regulatory frame-
work to do anything other than allow 
these types of projects.”

Russo reiterated that the Town Coun-
cil will not be voting on the proposed 
solar fields. 

“Though these projects are not di-
rectly within the purview of this Coun-
cil, I encourage you to interject your-
self to give the residents the time they 
need to fully understand these projects 
and their potential impacts,” Dibble 
said. “And not just the residents, but to 

make sure that you all in planning and 
zoning fully understand this issue and 
its ramifications.”

Conley said he was not at the Plan-
ning Board meeting where Green De-
velopment pitched the solar fields. He 
pledged to research the topic.

“It’s unlikely that the council could 
take any action that interferes,” Conley 
told Town Council. 

“I do need to educate myself a little 
bit about where they are in the pro-
cess,” he added. 

State Sen. Frank Lombardo III wrote 
a letter to the Johnston Planning Board 
raising “serious concerns regarding the 
proposed solar farm in and around the 
Winsor Farm area.”

“Numerous residents have reached 
out to me to express their reservations 
regarding the proposal,” Lombardo 
wrote. “I urge the Board to give appro-
priate weight to these objections and to 
disapprove of the proposals.”

Lombardo asked the Planning Board 
to consider a series of bullet points.

“To my knowledge, there have been 
no safeguards put in place to protect 
the quality of life for abutting proper-
ties,” Lombardo wrote. “No buffers are 
outlined between the edge of a pro-
posed solar farm and the neighboring 
properties. Will setbacks be established 
to prevent interference with neighbor-
ing neighborhoods? These protections 
for the residents of our community are 
absolutely critical, and sorely lacking.”

Lombardo said the town needs to 
ascertain a “more complete under-
standing of the environmental conse-
quences.”

“How much of the 400 acres of wood-
land and farmland will be clear cut?” 
Lombardo asked. “Has an environ-
mental assessment been conducted, 
and what would the ramifications be 
not just on the loss of open space but 
also runoff and pollution? How much 
of the tree canopy will remain intact?”

Green Development has suggested it 
may be willing to hand the land back 
to the town after leasing it for about 25 
years.

“No plan exists to transfer the prop-

erty back to the town at the end of its 
useful life, such as a transfer to the 
town to hold as open space,” Lombar-
do wrote. “While such a plan would 
not satisfy the serious concerns I raise, 
it would at least demonstrate a modi-
cum of good faith.”

Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena 
argued that the solar fields would 
bring numerous advantages to the 
town. He said “solar’s your best neigh-
bor,” and praised Green Develop-
ment’s past renewable energy develop-
ments in Johnston — the Johnston-Sci-
tuate Solar Project (a 4.675 MW solar 
project on 17 acres along Scituate Ave-
nue) and the Johnston Wind Project 
(seven 3-MW wind turbines along 
Plainfield Pike and Shun Turnpike).

Kevin Morin, Director of Engineer-
ing & Project Development for Green 
Development, delivered his company’s 
solar field pitch to the Planning Board. 
He assured the board that the solar 
fields would require minimum atten-
tion from town services and due to lo-
cal ordinance, each solar field will 
generate money for the town’s scholar-
ship fund. 

Polisena argues that solar fields 
would be a better choice for the parcels 
in question, than homes, for example. 
Homes would require additional town 
services, like police, fire and refuse 
hauling. Young families would also 
lead to an influx of more students into 
the town’s public school system. 

Civetti said his constituents would 
rather see homes next door, than in-
dustrial solar panels. 

“The bottom line is that this is not 
the best use for this land,” Lombardo 
warned in his letter. “A better use 
would be to transfer the land to the 
Johnston Land Trust. Still better may 
be the development of housing, which 
would help address the state’s housing 
crisis and also bring into town the kind 
of vibrancy that fosters economic de-
velopment and supports local small 
businesses. In fact, studies are clear 
that the economic benefits of a town 
housing young families by far out-
weigh any costs.”

■ Solar
(Continued from page 4)
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Johnston Police Log
WANTED

The Johnston Police Department seeks the public’s 
assistance in locating Danny Tager, 37, who has several 
outstanding warrants stemming from alleged viola-
tions of no contact orders.

Tager may be operating a 2011 silver/grey BMW 
with Massachusetts license plate 8VT875, or a black 
2003 Hyundai with Rhode Island license plate OU 321.

Those who have information regarding the suspect 
are asked to contact Johnston Police Department at 401-
231-4210 and ask for the Detective Division.

MAILBOX DAMAGE
At 5:33 p.m., Dec. 17, Johnston Police Officer Manuel 

Perez was dispatched to 25 Carriage Way in reference 
to property damage. Upon arrival, Perez spoke with 
the reporting party. The witness told police that around 
5:15 p.m. a light skinned Hispanic man with a long 
black ponytail range the doorbell at his residence. The 
man, later simply identified as “Angel M.,” was hold-
ing a pizza box from Rosa Mia’s Pizza, located at 133 
Greenville Ave.

The witness told police that “Angel” had the incor-
rect delivery address and asked for assistance with lo-

cating the correct home before leaving the residence, 
Perez wrote in the incident report.

Shortly after speaking with the delivery man, the 
witness told police that he heard a loud noise come 
from the front of his residence. Upon investigating, the 
witness saw a white vehicle backing out of his drive-
way, and damage to a lamp post and mailbox. The wit-
ness told police the driver did not stop after hitting and 
damaging the post and mailbox. 

The witness and property owner contacted the neigh-
bor living at the address for which the delivery man 
had been searching. He told police the neighbor con-
firmed ordering a pizza through the DoorDash affiliate 
food deliver app Slice. Slice advised the victim that 
they would be conducting an investigation of the deliv-
ery driver who they simply identified as “Angel M.”

A canvass of the immediate area revealed a camera 
surveillance system nearby. The report was forwarded 
to the Special Services to follow-up. 

SHOPLIFTING
Around 10 a.m., Jan. 28, while on patrol in the area of 

2880 Hartford Ave., Johnston Police Officer Cody 
Weaver saw a man who matched the description of a 
wanted suspect walking west on Hartford Avenue. 
Sandro Crugnale, residing at the Bel-Air Motel, 2154 
Hartford Ave., Apt. 9, Johnston , was wanted by John-
ston Police on three counts of Misdemeanor Shoplift-
ing.

“It should be noted I have had prior contacts with 
Mr. Crugnale and also recognized him from a briefing 
in roll call,” Weaver wrote. 

Weaver made contact and positively identified Crug-
nale through his driver’s license. He was cuffed and 
placed in the rear of the cruiser and transported to 
Johnston Police Headquarters. He was processed and 
released with a mandatory Third District Court date of 
Jan. 31. The charges stem from an incident around 12:25 
p.m., Jan. 21, when Johnston Police Officer Matthew 
Winsor investigated a larceny complaint  at a local 
store. 

The store provided Johnston Police with surveillance 
footage of Crugnale allegedly taking packs of cigarettes 
on several occasions. 

DUI
At 1:06 a.m., Jan. 1, Warwick Police Officer Keara M. 

Enos was on routine patrol on Airport Road. The roads 
were wet and there was thick fog and mist hanging in 
the air. Due to the New Years holiday, heavy traffic still 
traveled the roads of Warwick surrounding Rhode Is-
land T.F. Green International Airport.

“As I traveled west on Airport Road from the area of 

Warwick Avenue, I approached a vehicle which was 
traveling erratically,” Enos wrote in the police incident 
report. 

The vehicle was identified as a silver 2021 Ford Eco-
Sport with Rhode Island plates. Enos estimated the 
vehicle’s speed over the posted 35 mph limit. 

“The Ford was traveling west in the right-hand lane 
of travel, at which point it began closing in on a vehicle 
which was traveling in the same direction ahead of it,” 
Enos wrote in the police incident report. “The Ford be-
gan following the vehicle ahead of it too closely, and I 
observed the vehicle brake abruptly numerous times to 
avoid striking it. The Ford was traveling so close to the 
vehicle in front of it, that the space between the two 
vehicles was approximately equal to or less than a sin-
gle car-length.”

Enos said the vehicle was also swerving back and 
forth, crossing the white fog line on the right, and also 
the dotted line on the left. Enos initiated a traffic stop, 
but wrote that the vehicle did not immediately stop, 
but kept traveling for about a half-mile. After sounding 
the siren “numerous” times, the vehicle finally stopped 
abruptly.

Police identified the driver as Elyssa Renzi, 29, of 
1603 Plainfield Pike, Johnston. 

“While standing at the driver’s side window, I heard 
loud music playing on the stereo,” Enos wrote. “I also 
observed Renzi’s eyes to be extremely glossy and 
bloodshot. I asked Renzi for her driver’s license and 
registration, and she had difficulty recognizing the ap-
propriate documents to provide me with. She attempt-
ed to hand me her gold AAA membership card instead 
of her license, but was able to correct herself.”

As Enos spoke to the driver, the officer wrote that she 
detected a “strong odor of alcoholic beverage emanat-
ing from her breath” and “observed her speech to be 
mumbled and slurred.”

Renzi allegedly admitted to having drinks that night, 
according to police. Once she stepped out of the vehi-
cle, Renzi allegedly became “verbally argumentative” 
and “appeared extremely unsteady on her feet.”

“She left her driver’s side door open to passing traf-
fic, which I had to close for her,” Enos wrote. 

Renzi consented to an array of Standardized Field 
Sobriety Tests. Renzi also consented to a chemical 
blood test.

“At this time, the DUI charge is pending results of 
the blood kit,” Enos wrote. 

Renzi was charged with two moving violations — 
Interval Between Vehicles and Laned Roadway Viola-
tion — and mailed a municipal traffic summons. On 
Jan. 6, Warwick Police charged Renzi with DUI of Li-
quor, a misdemeanor. 

TAGER

After 18 years of dedicated and 
distinguished service to the town 
and its residents, Sgt. Brian LeClair 
has retired from the Johnston Police 
Department.

“Brian has done his job with pro-
fessionalism, with dedication, and 
with honor,” said Johnston Police 
Chief Joseph Razza during LeClair’s 
recent retirement ceremony held at 
police headquarters. “He has been a 
constant in a storm, and he’s done 
everything that he’s been tasked to 
do and more.”

According to Razza, Sgt. LeClair 
was a tremendous resource to the 
department before his retirement on 
March 15. Razza credited LeClair’s 
contributions towards multiple ma-
jor facility upgrades and improve-
ment projects spanning several 
years, as well as his commitment to 
his profession.

“A lot of the things you see around 
this station and this department is 

because of Brian, he’s a wealth of 
knowledge and brings a lot to the 
table,” said Razza. “Anytime that 
you can see someone walk out the 
door that’s had a career the way that 
Brian has, it’s truly inspirational. 
He’s part of a dying breed of officers 
that you don’t really see in this day 
and age.”

While recognizing LeClair’s 
achievements, the chief also recog-
nized the sacrifices his family made 
during his tenure.

“I’d like to congratulate not only 
Brian on his retirement, but I need to 
congratulate his family too. It is re-
ally the family of any police officer 
that sees them through their career,” 
said Razza. “You need the love, sup-
port, and endorsement of your fam-
ily in order to be successful. Without 
that, you can’t aspire to do great 
things.”

LeClair reminisced about his roles 
with the department, including ten 

years with the Operations and Train-
ing Division and the Administration 
Division. He also reflected on the 
arrests that he made, the close calls 
that he and his fellow officers en-
dured, and how much his family 
had grown during his career.

“This is bittersweet, but there 
have been a lot of good times. I 
knew on my first night that I was 
going to love this job,” said LeClair. 
“To everyone here, I appreciate ev-
erything that you’ve done for me, 
the respect that you’ve given me and 
I hope I’ve given that respect back.”

LeClair was presented with a 
plaque honoring his police work 
and service, along with other per-
sonalized retirement gifts during the 
ceremony.

“It’s been a great run, and I will 
miss everybody,” said LeClair. “Take 
care of each other, take care of your 
families, and most of all take care of 
yourselves.”

Johnston Police Sgt. LeClair retires after 18 years

FAMILY SUPPORT: Sgt. Brian LeClair was proudly joined by 
his wife, Donna, and son, Adam, during his retirement ceremony.
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JOHNSTON

Some years ago, the date buried in 
the sands of my memory, I got one of 
those calls that made me wonder if 
there was some truth to the tale I 
was being told. The caller said “you 
would recognize me if you saw me, 
but I’m not going to give you my 
name.”

Of course, he now had my full at-
tention. What dark secret did he 
have? I expected it had something to 
do with city or state government.

“Oh,” I replied, waiting to hear 
what more he had to say. He paused, 
then adding for effect, “I probably 
shouldn’t be telling you this.”  Ok, I 
thought, this is either going to take me on a wild 
goose chase or, indeed, this was something.

Then he blurted it out, “I know where the Gaspee is.”
This was hardly a revelation. Lots of people know 

where the Gaspee is. If anything is left of the British 
schooner that was burned to the waterline in 1772, 
it’s somewhere in the silt off Gaspee Point. After all 
that’s why it was named Gaspee Point.

“It’s not where you think,” he replied. “It’s washed 
up on Greene Island.”

Now, if that were the case, it would have been 
found a century ago. I asked if he had seen it. “No, 
but a friend saw it,” came the reply.

I thanked the anonymous caller and thought the 
next time I’m on the bay, I’m going to check it out. At 
that time there was a Greene Island off Cole Farm 
and the mouth of Occupasstuxet Cove. The island 
was far from the wooded 12 acres  pictured at the 
turn of the century, but it was still a sandy promi-
nence even at moon high tides. Today it’s not much 
more than a sandbar at moon low tides.

I did find emerging from the sands some large tim-
bers from a vessel of sorts. I called city historian Henry 
Brown whose home overlooks the cove and the island. 
He knew immediately what I was talking about. A 
barge had been scuttled on the island and now after all 
these years it was being washed free of sand.

Mystery solved.
 But was it? Was this a barge; where did it come 

from and how did it end up on Greene Island?
Some years later when much more of the hull was 

exposed, Dr. Kathy Abbass of the Rhode Island Ma-
rine Archelogy Project launched the “Not the Gaspee 
Project.” That wreck and what’s left of another vessel 
nearby became the training ground for her class of 
volunteers including Rep. Joe McNamara. For the 
past several years with the exception of 2020, her 
group of seasoned protégés have measured the skel-
etal remains of the ships and then searched shipping 
records, newspapers and even letters to pin down 
their history. Henry Brown’s accounts provided 
leads.

The lure of finding the Gaspee was but a flicker on 
the distant horizon.  Was anything left from the inci-
dent dubbed the “first blow for freedom”  that hap-

pened 250 years ago this June 9? Dr. 
Abbass and her disciples wondered the 
same thing and last summer they 
launched The Gaspee Project spending 
a morning taking measurements of the 
point as a first step to identifying po-
tential search areas.  This seemed to me 
to be a futile effort. Who was to know 
that the Gaspee Point of today is the 
same point of 250 years ago, after all in 
less than 35 years Greene Island went 
from high ground, albeit sand, to a 
smudge at low tide. But, as I have 
learned, Dr. Abbass doesn’t flirt with 
facts. She looks to nail them down.

Last fall, Joe McNamara told me she 
had arranged for an off shore sonar side scan of the 
area she and her volunteer followers had taken mea-
surements. The scan came up with “two targets”  fit-
ting  the dimensions of the Gaspee.  To follow up, Dr. 
Abbass rallied her academic colleagues and called 
upon divers to investigate further. They put together 
a mission, which unfortunately was abandoned due 
to bad weather and the fact that many of these peo-
ple had to return to their jobs rather than pursue 
questionable targets.

But the hunt for the Gaspee, as ridiculous as 
some believe it is (there have been other attempts) 
, has now ignited fervor to mount a deliberative 
well-executed search for the Gaspee. Dr. Abbass, 
whose accomplishments include efforts to docu-
ment a vessel off Goat Island in Newport as Cap-
tain Cook’s Endeavour, has developed a 10-day 
plan to dive on the targets. Simultaneously, there is 
a growing group that knows of the effort and are 
seeking to raise $50,000 to execute the plan this 
spring. Money is being made. It looks like it will 
happen.

What’s exciting is that the exploration has the 
potential of catapulting the Gaspee incident to cen-
ter stage as the nation gears up to celebrate the 
250th anniversary of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. Naturally, if something from the Gaspee is 
found even a few links of anchor chain or a timber 
preserved in the mud, it would make national 
news.

Not surprisingly, some of the people I’ve shared 
this story with immediately think of the media hype 
Geraldo Rivera  created around the televised open-
ing of Al Capone’s vault in 1986 which was such a let 
down when it proved to be empty. This is all going to 
look pretty foolish if those targets turn out to be rem-
nants of discarded craft like those off Greene Island. 
Imagine the response if divers come up with a chunk 
of iron thought to be a canon that is identified as the 
rear axle of a 1954 Chevy.

Honestly, so what?
This is the burning of the Gaspee we’re talking 

about; an incident that has a significant role in our his-
tory. Here is a chance to broadcast our legacy at a time 
– the 250th – when it can capture national attention. 

Let’s hunt for the Gaspee

This Side
Up

by 
JOHN 

HOWELL

By State Sen. Hanna M. Gallo

Early education can be a transformative force in a child’s life.
Research has demonstrated the immense value of prekindergarten 

programs. In these settings, children find structure, support and enrich-
ment, setting them up for success in K-12 schooling and beyond.

That yields so many other benefits for families and communities – and, 
ultimately, for all of us.

Access to this essential resource should never depend on where a child 
lives or whether a family can afford it. Unfortunately, right now, that is too 
often the case.

What’s more, at our current pace, it will be decades before universal 
pre-Kindergarten access becomes a reality in Rhode Island.

Our children and families cannot wait. Now is the time to take action 
and dramatically ramp up our progress toward universal pre-K.

Working with the Senate’s leadership, I’ve introduced the Rhode Is-
land Prekindergarten Act to help us realize an ambitious but attainable 
goal: universal pre-K access for all 3- and 4-year-olds by 2028.

How would we get there?
Over the course of five years, we will significantly expand capacity in 

our pre-K system. That starts with the addition of 4,000 new seats in the 
first year, a quarter of which will be reserved for 3-year-olds.

We will take a mixed-delivery approach to this expansion, utilizing 
both public classrooms and private pre-K providers.

Through other legislation unveiled alongside the Prekindergarten Act, 
we will take a unified approach to early childhood care and education.

Another bill I’ve introduced would create a new Office of Early Child-
hood Development and Learning. That office would administer all of 
Rhode Island’s early child care and pre-K programs, providing an en-
hanced level of focus and involving key stakeholders in policymaking as 
we ramp up our pre-K system.

It’s time for Rhode Island to take a more urgent approach to early 
childhood care and education. We need a more unified focus on the pro-
grams we provide our children in their youngest years, which are so 
critical for their development.

Through a bill sponsored by Sen. Alana DiMario, we will create Early 
Learning Hubs across the state to offer expertise and assistance to provid-
ers. These Hubs will catalyze innovation and forge partnerships across 
our communities.

We will also invest in our early educator and child care workforce 
through Sen. Sandra Cano’s Early Educator Investment Act. By focusing 
on raising wages to meet national benchmarks, we can ensure our early 
childhood service providers can attract and retain the dedicated, talented 
staffers they need.

But the cornerstone – the basic foundation for future success – lies in 
ensuring universal access to quality pre-Kindergarten classrooms. This 
will strengthen Rhode Island’s workforce. It is a crucial step toward pro-
viding our children with an educational system that truly prepares them 
for the 21st century – and for success in a knowledge-based economy 
that’s changing rapidly every day.

There are many other long-term benefits, too.
Pre-K also provides important support for families by allowing more 

parents and guardians to return to work.
Because of the better outcomes pre-K creates for kids, it will help re-

duce strain on vital services and save money.
And it will help us address disparities that have existed in our com-

munities for far too long.
Several years ago, I was proud to play a role in expanding all-day 

kindergarten to all communities in Rhode Island.
We have seen the positive effects of that throughout our state.
Now, I am immensely proud to be sponsoring the Rhode Island Pre-

kindergarten Act.
Together, let’s set the course for a brighter future – for all our children.

Editor’s Note: State Sen. Hanna M. Gallo is a Democrat representing District 27 
(Cranston, West Warwick) in the Rhode Island Senate. She is Senate President Pro 
Tempore and Vice Chairwoman of the Senate Committee on Education.

GUEST OPINION

Call for Universal pre-K 
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Legal Notice
Town of Johnston
Notice of Abandonment

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Rhode Island General 
Laws § 24-6-1 that Rome Avenue as described in Johnston 
Town Ordinance 2022-2 has ceased to be useful to the public 
and is hereby abandoned. Ordinance 2022-2 an Ordinance in 
abandonment of Rome Avenue was adopted at a public hearing 
at the February 14th, 2022 meeting of the Johnston Town 
Council and is available for review in the office of the Town 
Clerk.

Johnston Town Council Attest:
Robert V. Russo  Vincent P. Baccari, Jr.
President Town Clerk

3/10, 3/17, 3/24/22

The following question will appear on the ballot for the 
April 5, 2022 Town of Johnston special election. 

QUESTION 1

SHOULD THE TOWN OF JOHNSTON BE AUTHORIZED 
TO ISSUE NOT TO EXCEED $215,000,000 GENERAL 
OBLIGATION BONDS, NOTES AND OTHER EVIDENCES 
OF INDEBTEDNESS TO FINANCE CONSTRUCTION, 
ADDITIONS, RENOVATION, IMPROVEMENT, ALTER-
ATION, REPAIR, FURNISHING AND EQUIPPING OF 
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL FACILITIES THROUGHOUT 
THE TOWN, PROVIDED THAT THE AUTHORIZATION 
SHALL BE REDUCED BY ANY GRANT RECEIVED 
FROM THE SCHOOL BUILDING AUTHORITY CAPITAL 
FUND?

Approval and issuance of the requested bond would provide 
funding to finance a series of school construction, renovation, 
and repair projects, including consolidating and restructuring 
Pre-K through Grade 5 by constructing a new Early Childhood 
Center for Pre-K and Kindergarten and also constructing a 
new elementary school for all students in Grades 1-4.  The 
Middle School and High School would be renovated to “like 
new” condition, with a 5th grade academy being located at the 
Middle School and expanded Pathways contents spaces as well 
as a 9th grade academy at the High School.  The funding would 
also include capital improvement projects.

The estimated total cost of the projects, including financing, 
legal and other costs is $242,454,290 based on an estimated 
interest rate of 4% over a 30 year term. Net Debt Service 
assumes the minimum amount of state aid reimbursement of 
35%, however the project is designed to achieve a 57% state 
aid reimbursement. 

The estimated useful life of the project is 50 years.  Construction 
would commence on or about January, 2023 and be completed 
on or about August, 2025.

NOTICE: Voter fraud is a felony and pursuant to R.I. Gen. 
Laws § 17-26-1, every person who is convicted 
of voter fraud shall be imprisoned for a term 
of up to 10 years, or fined between $1,000 and 
$5,000, or both, for each offense.

You must be registered to vote from your actual place of 
residence.

Johnston Board of Canvassers

3/17/22

LegaL Notices
Winsor II, LLC/Allan Hill, Applicant/
Owner for 86 Winsor Avenue, AP 60 
Lot 2, 20, 86, zoned R-40 & R-20. 
The petitioner is seeking a Special 
Use Permit -subsection 5 – Public 
Utility Uses #2- electric Power Gen-
erating Facility in an R-40 Zone, for 
a proposed ground-mounted Solar 
Array and associated improvements.

File 2022-5 – Petition of Johnston 
Winsor III, LLC/The Steere Family 
Trust, Applicant/Owner for 112 Win-
sor Avenue, AP 59 Lot 15, zoned 
R-40.  The petitioner is seeking a 
Special Use Permit -subsection 5 – 
Public Utility Uses #2- electric Power 
Generating Facility in an R-40 Zone, 
for a proposed ground-mounted So-
lar Array and associated improve-
ments.

File 2022-6 – Petition of Johnston 
Harilla I, LLC/28 Harilla Johnston 
Realty, LLC, Applicant/Owner for 
28 Harilla Lane & Off Greenville Av-
enue, AP 51 Lot 11 & 9, zoned R-40.  
The petitioner is seeking a Special 
Use Permit -subsection 5 – Public 
Utility Uses #2- electric Power Gen-
erating Facility in an R-40 Zone, for 
a proposed ground-mounted Solar 
Array and associated improvements.

File 2022-7 – Petition of Johnston 
Elmgrove/Domenic & Michelle 
Lancelotta/, Applicant/Owner for 
25 Elmgrove Avenue, AP 51 Lot 4, 
zoned R-40.  The petitioner is seek-
ing a Special Use Permit -subsec-
tion 5 – Public Utility Uses #2- elec-
tric Power Generating Facility in an 
R-40 Zone, for a proposed ground-
mounted Solar Array and associated 
improvements. 

NOTE:  If a Case has not been 
called for a hearing by 10:30 
p.m., the Board, at its discretion, 
may continue the Case to a sub-
sequent or a special meeting. 
The Agenda and Minutes are avail-
able for review at ClerkBase on the 
Town’s web page or Monday through 
Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. at the Building Office, 100 Irons 
Avenue, Johnston.

Per order of the Zoning Board of Review
Thomas Lopardo, Chairman

3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31/22

JOHNSTON ZONING BOARD
MEETING AGENDA

Thursday, March 31st, 2022
at 6:30 PM

Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Avenue

Notice is hereby given that the Zon-
ing Board of Review will hold its 
monthly meeting on March 31, 2022 
at 6:30 pm, at Johnston Senior Cen-
ter, 1291 Hartford Avenue.  All per-
sons interested in the following pro-
posals are requested to be present 
at this time.  The assembly facilities 
are accessible to the handicapped.  
Persons requiring special accom-
modations shall call the Zoning Of-
fice at least 48 hours in advance 
of the meeting (401) 231-4000 ext 
4117.  Persons utilizing TDD equip-
ment may contact the Town through 
“Relay Rhode Island” at 1-800-745-
6675.  The agenda for the evening 
will be as follows, subject to change:

New Business
File 2022-8 – Petition of Ray 
D’Amico/Greg & Lorraine Natale, 
Applicant for Emerald Lane, AP 60 
Lot 74, zoned R-40.  The petitioner 
is seeking a Dimensional Variance 
Section 340 for a proposed Single 
Family Dwelling.

File 2022-9 – Petition of Off 
Course Properties, LLC, Applicant 
for Plainfield Street/Capitol Street, 
AP 26 Lot 1, zoned B-2.  The peti-
tioner is seeking a Dimensional Vari-
ance Section 340 for a proposed 
Single Family Dwelling.

File 2022-3 – Petition of Johnston 
Winsor I, LLC/Ernie & Donna Ricci 
Jr., Applicant for Winsor Avenue, AP 
60 Lot 4, zoned R-40.  The petitioner 
is seeking a Special Use Permit 
-subsection 5 – Public Utility Uses 
#2- electric Power Generating Facil-
ity in an R-40 Zone, for a proposed 
ground-mounted Solar Array and as-
sociated improvements.

File 2022-4 – Petition of Johnston 

Public Auction
Legal Notice

Form of notice under RI General 
Laws 39-12.1 to 12.1-5

TO: Jeff Archenbault, 16 Herbert 
St Greenville, RI 02828. A public 
auction will be held at 100 South 
St, Johnston, RI on March 26, 2022 
at 900 AM. The Vehicle a 2006 
Ford  VIN #1FTNE24W26HA14686 
belonging to the above. The auction 
being held is to satisfy towing and 
storage fees.

3/17/22

PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Tuesday April 5th, 2022; 6:00 P.M.

Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

AGENDA

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
III. NEW BUSINESS

PB 21-04 – Cherry Blossom Es-
tates - Public Hearing on a Pre-
liminary Plan for a proposed 
8-lot Major Subdivision on a new 
street.  Located at 3 & 5 Granite 
Street AP 5 Lot 388.  Zoned R-20.  
Applicant: Abatecola Realty.

PB 22-20 – The Farmlands – Pub-
lic Meeting on a Preliminary Plan 
for a proposed 4-lot Minor Subdi-
vision on a private road. Located 
at 1257 Central Avenue AP 43 Lot 
96. Zoned R-40. Applicant A.G. 
Construction

PB 20-22 – Deer Run Road & Or-
chard Avenue – Public Meeting on 
a Major Subdivision. Located at 
AP 59 Lots 8 & 268. Zoned R-40. 
Applicant Mark Cavanagh.

PB 22-19 – Stone Meadow Estates 
– Public Meeting on a Final Plan 
for a 3-lot Minor Subdivision on 
a private road. Located at 38 & 40 
Pine Hill Road AP 45 Lots 3 & 515. 
Zoned R-40. Applicant Ernest N. 
Watson Jr. 

PB 21-25 – Establishment of bond 
amount for Juliet Court

IV.ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT & 
SPECIAL ITEMS 

V. ADJOURNMENT

• The Planning Board Agenda and 
Minutes are available for review at 
ClerkBase on the Town’s web page 
or Monday through Friday between 
8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the Plan-
ning Office, 100 Irons Avenue, John-
ston.
• Items not heard by 9:30 p.m. may 
be continued to the next Regular 
Meeting or a special meeting at the 
discretion of the Board. 
• Facilities are handicap accessible. 

Interpreter services may be request-
ed from TTD (401) 792-9642 at least 
72 hours in advance.

3/17, 3/24, 3/31/22

The district plans to construct 
a new Early Childhood Center 
and a new Elementary School, 
and make major renovations at 
the Nicholas A. Ferri Middle 
School and the Johnston High 
School, if voters approve bond 
funding.

The Thornton Elementary was 
originally erected in 1890, but 
burned down in 1919. The build-
ing was rebuilt at its current 4 
School St. location in 1920 and 
opened to Johnston students in 
1921.

Graniteville Elementary was 
built in 1930, 90 years ago. 
Brown Avenue Elementary was 
built in 1934, 87 years ago. Win-
sor Hill and Barnes elementary 
schools were constructed in 
1953, 68 years ago. 

Nicholas A. Ferri Middle 
School was built in 1960 (61 
years ago) and Johnston Senior 
High was built in 1968 (53 years 
ago).

“They’re just old,” Johnston 
Mayor Joseph M. Polisena said. 
“You can only put so much 
caulking around the windows.”

Johnston’s state Sen. Frank 
Lombardo III (District 25) and 
state Rep. Deb Fellela (District 
43), both received ceremonial 
copies of the bond legislation.

“This school bond bill came to 
fruition when I received a coun-
cil resolution in which the su-
perintendent and the school 
committee had met with myself 
and Senator Lombardo to ex-
plain to us the goal of this legis-
lation,” Fellela said. “After we 

heard their thoughts, Senator 
Lombardo and I had our bills 
drafted.”

Polisena and Johnston Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Bernard DiL-
ullo Jr. testified, in-person, be-
fore the state’s Finance Commit-
tee.

“The following week, the com-
mittee voted to approve the bill 
and it came to the floor for a full 
vote, where it was unanimously 
supported by the house,” Fellela 
said.

The town expects to get more 
than 50 percent reimbursement 
from the state for the massive 
building project.

School planners hope to con-
struct a fifth-grade academy, at-
tached to the newly renovated 
middle school. 

The small neighborhood ele-
mentary schools will close, and 
the students will be moved to a 
town-wide elementary center. If 
the bond passes, town officials 
will hold discussions to deter-
mine the fate of the buildings.

The School Committee voted 
last month to “authorize Colliers 
International to draft an RFP 
and go out to bid for Construc-
tion Manager at Risk for the 
school construction projects ap-
proved by the Rhode Island De-
partment of Education.”

In October, the School Com-
mittee voted to retain the SLAM 
Collaborative architectural firm 
to take the district into Stage III 
of the school construction pro-
cess. At its Dec. 21 meeting, the 
Johnston School Committee 
passed a resolution supporting 
the $215 million bond.

The new ECC will cost an esti-
mated $28,600,000 and is tenta-

tively slated to open in the sum-
mer of 2024.

The plans call for closing and 
then demolishing or selling all 
of the town’s current elementary 
schools — Graniteville ECC An-
nex, Barnes, Brown Avenue, 
Thornton and Winsor Hill.

The large consolidated, new 
elementary school will be built 
to educate 1,100 students in 
grades 1-4, and is planned for 
construction on town property 
just north of the Johnston High 
School.

The elementary school will 
cost an estimated $84,350,000, 
and is tentatively scheduled to 
open in late summer 2024.

The district will likely tackle 
the new ECC and elementary 
school first, and then move on to 
the high school renovation, and 
then the middle school project, 
according to DiLullo.

SLAM has proposed more than 
$39 million in renovations to the 
Ferri Middle School and a $57 
million facelift at the high 
school.

The high school is slated for a 
late summer of 2024 unveiling, 
and the middle school repairs 
should be complete by late sum-
mer of 2025.

Both Wednesday night meet-
ings have been scheduled for 6 
p.m. at the Johnston High School 
Auditorium (March 16 and 
March 23).

The agendas for March 16 and 
March 23 both contain a single 
presentation item: “SLAM and 
Colliers Project Leaders: Presen-
tation/Discussion of the Pro-
posed New School Construction 
Projects and Existing School 
Renovations.”

■ Schools
(Continued from page 1)
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Ann Marie 
Corona
10th Anniversary

 March 17, 2012-2022

Loved beyond words
and missed beyond 

measure.

Love, Dave, Domenic,
Mom & Family

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Michael F. Quinn, Patrick J. Quinn,  

Jerome D. Quinn, Christopher P. Quinn, 
Michael J. Quinn, Stanley G. Larson, 

Paul C. Potvin, John H. Grover, 
Paul A. Falso, Jr., Steven A. DiLorenzo,

Alex D. Manasas

FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Thomas & Walter Quinn Funeral Home • WARWICK    738-1977

Tucker-Quinn Funeral  Chapel • GREENVILLE    949-1370
Fagan-Quinn Funeral Home • NORTH KINGSTOWN    295-5603

Potvin-Quinn Funeral Home • WEST WARWICK    821-6868

www.QuinnFuneralHomes.com

By ALEX MALM

The Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Education has a pro-
posal to change graduation 
requirements starting with 
the class of 2027.

On March 22 from 4 to 6 
p.m., the public will have 
their first chance to be heard 
with a hybrid meeting sched-
uled to take place at CCRI in 
Warwick.

If approved, the new re-
quirements would be aligned 
for what is required to be ac-
cepted into the Community 
College of Rhode Island and 
Rhode Island College.

One of the major proposed 
changes would require stu-
dents to take two years of 
“world language.”

Currently students aren’t 
required to take any foreign 
language classes in order to 
graduate.

Johnston Schools Superin-
tendent Dr. Bernard DiLullo 
did not respond to repeated 
requests for comment this 
week.

In a phone interview Mon-
day, Warwick Superinten-
dent Lynn Dambruch ex-
pressed her concerns regard-
ing the requirement.

“There’s not enough certi-
fied foreign language teach-
ers in Rhode Island,” said 
Dambruch.

Cranston Superintendent 
Jeannine Nota-Masse said 
that the concern is one shared 
in Cranston as well.

“We’re having great diffi-
culty finding staff in the ar-
ea,” said Nota-Masse.

Aside from not being able 
to find enough staff, War-
wick Assistant Superinten-
dent William McCaffrey 
pointed out that by having 

the requirement it means that 
students will be limited to the 
number of electives that they 
can take.

“We always like to give 
them some choice because 
some students have a pas-
sion for art or for music and it 
would be a shame if they 
don’t have that option any-
more,” said Dambruch.

Lisa Schultz, Director of 
Curriculum, Instruction, As-
sessment for Warwick  said 
she doesn’t view having 
enough applicants as being a 
problem in order to fill the 
world language classes how-
ever, she said that the issue 
may be whether or not those 
who apply are certified.

“We could always emer-
gency certify,” said Schultz.

Schultz said that in some 
circumstances – including re-
cently – that is what needs to 
be done.

“That’s going to be an in-
teresting point of conten-
tion,” said Schultz.

Asked if RIDE has any 
proposal to address the lack 
of world language teachers 
in the state, Victor Morente, a 
spokesperson for RIDE in an 
email said “We hear that con-
cern and we are actively 
working with our higher ed-
ucation institutions and the 
Office of the Postsecondary 
Commissioner to address the 
issue.”

“It’s deeply important that 
we find a solution that pre-
pares our students to go to 
college if they choose to, and 
both Rhode Island College 
and University of RI require 
that incoming students have 
credits in world language,” 
said Morente. “We must 
have a conversation about 
the impact this is having on 

our students educational op-
portunities available to them 
after high school, especially 
for economically disadvan-
taged students and students 
of color.”

A second change in the 
proposal is to clarify what 
science and math courses 
students are required to take.

While students will still 
need to take four math and 
three science courses by the 
time they graduate it clarifies 
that two of the science classes 
that students take need to be 
lab based, and students need 
to take algebra 1, 2 and ge-
ometry.

Nota-Masse said the dis-
trict is already doing many of 
the things RIDE has pro-
posed. The only requirement 
the school would potentially 
need to include is the com-
puter science component. 
Cranston also has a lot of 
programs that prepare stu-
dents for the workforce after 
graduation and additional 
requirements could make it 
hard for students to explore 
these pathway programs 
since they would be “com-
peting for time.”

“I think we need to invest 
more time and effort into re-
sources and into programs 
that allow students to gradu-
ate from high school and en-
ter a career that is high-wage 
high-demand sector looking 
for many employment,” No-
ta-Masse said. She said the 
additional requirements 
could make it difficult for 

students to explore that path 
to take these additional re-
quirements, saying that stu-
dents are “competing for 
time.”

It was pointed out on 
Monday that financial litera-
cy will be required for stu-
dents to graduate starting in 
2024. The requirement came 
after the General Assembly 
passed legislation last year 
requiring it.

“That’s exciting for our 
students so they can get 
some real world applica-
tion,” said Schultz.

Union responds
Warwick Teachers Union 

President Darlene Netchoh 
in a phone interview Mon-
day said “RIDE has lost 
touch with what actually 
goes on in schools.”

“RIDE is great about creat-
ing unfunded mandates,” 
said Netchoh.

Netchoh said on Monday 
that last year the District cut a 
portion of the world lan-
guage teachers before the 
District knew about the new 
requirements.

“Now they are going to try 
to add people back and cut 
from somewhere else it 
doesn’t make sense,” said 
Netchoh.

While in most circum-

stances language in the 
Union contract only allows 
for 40 teachers to receive 
layoff notices per year and 
only allows for 20 teachers 
to be ultimately cut, Ne-
tchoh said she doesn’t want 
to see anyone lose their job 
in order to fulfill the world 
language courses being 
taught.

“I don’t want to lose any-
body,” said Netchoh.

Asked on Monday night 
how many cuts were made 
to the world language de-
partment last year, Kim Rug-
gieri Director of Human Re-
sources said “We look at stu-
dent need when determining 
staffing for the following 
year.”

“We consider how many 
students are enrolled in a 
certain subject in each school 
and determine how many 
sections are needed to meet 
the needs of the students,” 
said Ruggieri. “ Last spring, 
in preparing for the 2021-
2022 school year, the foreign 
language department con-
sisting of 24 teachers was re-
duced by 2.”

Ruggieri said that both re-
ductions were made at the 
middle school level.

Netchoh argued that more 
flexibility should be offered 
for students rather than less.

“Offering a variety of 
courses for students to elect is 
better than locking students 
into specific course require-
ments,” said Netchoh.

Like the Administration, 
Netchoh pointed out that by 
having more requirements it 
means less flexibility for stu-
dents’ schedules.

“The more requirements 
they have the less choices 
that students have,”  said 
Netchoh.

In a press release it was 
explained that RIDE hosted a 
series of Reimagining High 
School working group meet-
ings from June to November 
2021 to help ‘RIDE learn how 
to reimagine the high school 
experience and graduation 
requirements to better meet 
the needs of all of our stu-
dents.’

“During these meetings, 
students, families, and edu-
cators from across the state 
shared and engaged with rel-
evant data and experiences 
from our schools on how to 
improve the high school ex-
perience,” the press release 
read. “Meeting attendees 
shared feedback, participat-
ed in breakout groups, and 
generated ideas that shaped 
RIDE’s recommendations to 
the K-12 Council.”

RIDE seeks input on proposed graduation requirements

SUPER  
STUDENTS:  

Johnston School 
Superintendent Dr.  

Bernard DiLulllo 
(left) and School 

Committee Chair-
man Robert LaFa-
zia, join JHS stu-

dents Janet Clem-
ents, James Guil-
mette, Neko Ma-

hony, Ayomide 
Olagundoye, Ales-
sandra Pesare and 
Cameron Tum who 
were honored dur-

ing last week’s 
meeting for finish-

ing first in the 
school’s Science 

Fair. (Sun Rise 
photo by Pete 

Fontaine)
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CLUES ACROSS
  1.  Type of footwear
  5.  Studies a lot all at once
 10.  Adventure story
 14.  Hundred thousand
 15.  Former U.S. Vice President
 16.  Ruler
 17.  Indian city
 18.  Similar
 19.  Ship as cargo
 20.  Volcanic craters
 22.  Boxing’s “GOAT”
 23.  Bullfi ghting maneuvers
 24.  London soccer team
 27.  Score perfectly
 30.  No (Scottish)
 31.  SoCal hoops team (abbr.)
 32.  Woman (French)
 35.  Unwanted attic “decor”
 37.  Peter Griffi n’s daughter
 38.  Broad, shallow crater
 39.  Large instruments
 40.  Low bank or reef
 41.  __ and Venzetti
 42.  Oil group
 43.  Father
 44.  Aggressive men
 45.  Pairs well with green
 46.  Travelers need it
 47.  Digital audiotape

 48.  Midway between northeast and 
east

 49.  Chemistry descriptor
 52.  S. China seaport
 55.  Sound unit
 56.  Heavy cavalry sword
 60.  Thick piece of something
 61.  Spa town in Austria
 63.  Boyfriend
 64.  Norse personifi cation of old age
 65.  Type of box
 66.  Tie together
 67.  Fiber from the coconut
 68.  Chicago mayor
 69.  Old English letters

CLUES DOWN
  1.  Type of sauce
  2.  Pattern of notes
  3.  Plant with long seedpods
  4.  Map out
  5.  Numbers cruncher
  6.  Make a mental connection
  7.  Italian tenor
  8.  N. America’s highest mountain peak
  9.  Witness
 10.  Arabic given name
 11.  Music awards
 12.  “The Immoralist” author
 13.  Area units

 21.  Units of loudness
 23.  Political action committee
 25.  Bar bill
 26.  Witch
 27.  A theatrical performer
 28.  2-door car
 29.  __ and fl owed
 32.  Papier-__, art medium
 33.  City in Georgia
 34.  Irregular
 36.  College sports conference
 37.  Angry
 38.  Partner to cheese
 40.  S. American mammal
 41.  Self-immolation by fi re rituals
 43.  Split pulses
 44.  Disfi gure
 46.  Cow noise
 47.  Erase
 49.  Chadic language
 50.  Reward for doing well
 51.  Paid TV
 52.  Millisecond
 53.  Other
 54.  Colombian city
 57.  Necklace part
 58.  Every one of two or more people
 59.  Regrets
 61.  They come after “A”
 62.  Horse noise

In the Best Zeppoles 
Contest, Solitro’s Bak-
ery competed against 
Johnston’s Original 
Italian Bakery, Palm-
ieri’s Bakery and Bread 
Boss; Cranston’s DeLu-
ise Bakery, Buono’s 
Bakery and Calvitto’s 
Pizza & Bakery; and 
Warwick’s A&J Bakery.

Readers voted  for one 
bakery per ballot, and 
entries were dropped 
off or mailed to the Bea-
con Communications 
newsroom, left at John-
ston’s Tailor on the Av-
enue, 1395 Atwood 
Ave., or emailed to our 
staff. 

The secret to a good 
zeppole? Pennacchini 
insists it’s all about the 
cream-filling.

“Oh, it’s the cream; 
definitely, small batches 
of cream,” she said. “We 
make it from scratch. It’s 
mostly just eggs, sugar, 
vanilla, milk ...”

Pennacchini trailed off 
before divulging the full 
recipe. 

“Scratch baking is not 
easy to come by,” she 
said, from behind the 
glass counter of the 1594 
Cranston St. pastry and 
bread shop. “It’s hard 
work; long hours.”

By the time the busi-
ness founder and family 
patriarch passed away 
last year, he had raised a 
kitchen full of children 

who were proud to carry 
on their father’s legacy. 
Some of those kids have 
had kids of their own 
now, and baking behind 
the scenes at Solitro’s 
has become a coopera-
tive, family affair. 

“On all the holidays, 
all my sisters come in to 
help,” Pennacchini said. 

On Tuesday morning, 
Pennacchini and two of 
her sisters, Diane Notar-
ianni and Paula Arlia 
were busy stocking the 
display case with wine 
biscuits and elephant 
ears, fresh-baked rolls 
and of course, the sea-
son’s specialty, zeppoles.

Michael Solitro III was 
hiding in the back, toil-
ing with flour and eggs, 
and dressed in a mostly 
white powdered sugar 
tuxedo. 

Most of the Solitro sib-
lings live in Cranston.

Brendan Notarianni, 
Diane’s son, was sta-
tioned at a long table 
topped with antique 
scales, filling fresh pas-
try shells, dusting and 
topping them with cher-
ries. 

Missing today, but of-
ten working at the bak-
ery through the holi-
days, two more sisters, 
Michelle Fitzgerald and 
Francesca Solitro, both 
live in Johnston.

While Elena and her 
husband, Eddie Pennac-
chini, are the current 
owners of Solitro’s Bak-
ery, the whole family 
shares the burden of as-
sembling 18,000-20,000 

zeppoles each year, be-
tween February and St. 
Joseph’s Day.

The zeppole choices 
are simple at Solitro’s.

“We make baked and 
fried,” Pennacchini said 
in the back, rolling sub-
tly purple piles of dough 
into small circular twist-
ed wine biscuits. “We 
just stick with the tradi-
tional pastry and 
cream.”

Before his death, Mi-
chael Solitro Jr. would 
wear a fading fluffy bak-
er ’s hat emblazoned 
with the word “PUD-
DIN’,” as he stuffed the 
zeppole shells with fresh 
cream filling. The hat re-
mains behind the coun-
ter; the chunky lump of 
fabric will always be one 
of the bakery’s prized 
possessions. 

Some days Brendan 
dons the PUDDIN’ hat. 
And other days it’s Mi-
chelle’s honor. 

As they gather to cre-
ate enough zeppoles to 
fill a zeppelin, the Soli-
tro’s admit this year ’s 
St. Joseph’s Day will be 
bittersweet. Passing the 
PUDDIN’ hat helps 
them take a moment to 
remember the four 
founders who taught 
them the family busi-
ness. 

“Dad loved St. Jo-
seph’s Day,” Pennacchi-
ni recalled. “He loved 
wearing his PUDDIN’ 
hat.”

Now, several Solitro 
generations are taking 
turns trying to fill it.

BIG HAT TO FILL: Current owner of Solitro’s Bakery, Elena Pennacchini, 
and her sister, Diane Notarianni, pose for a photo with their late father’s 
“PUDDIN’ Hat.”  (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

■ Best
(Continued from page 1)

FOUNDING BROTHERS: From left to right, Michael Solitro Jr. stands with his 
brothers George, Armando and Larry. The founders of Solitro’s Bakery in Cranston 
have all passed away, but their relatives have kept the family business alive. (Cour-
tesy photo)
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Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

Newspaper: 

Johnston Sun Rise
Client:

Dental Arts Group

3.42” wide x 4” deep

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

Bob Giberti    401-732-3100    LisaB@rhodybeat.com, production

Advertising: Here is the 2x4” column template for this client:

by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

Watch Your
MOUTH

Root canals have often been used as a punchline in 
jokes to illustrate something unpleasant and painful.  
Although that may have been the case decades ago, with 
today’s advancements in technology and anesthetics, root 
canal treatment is a routine, straightforward procedure 
that relieves dental pain while saving a tooth from 
extraction.  Root canals becomes necessary when there 
is inflammation or infection in the roots of a tooth.  During 
the procedure,  the pulp inside the tooth is removed,  
the root canal is cleaned and disinfected, and  a filling 
is placed to seal the spaces.  Saving a natural tooth is 
always preferable to extraction, making root canals a safe 
and suitable  option since root canal-treated teeth can 
last a lifetime. 

Although root canal therapy once had the reputation of 

being painful, almost anyone who has experienced this 
procedure recently can affirm that today’s techniques 
make root canal a virtually painless, effective treatment. If 
you are experiencing  oral pain or have unusual symptoms, 
call your dentist. Be aware of threats to your health, and 
take steps to prevent problems from occurring in the first 
place. If you don’t have a family dentist at this time, we 
invite your call at DENTAL ARTS GROUP, 401-521-3661. 
We are A Collaborative Practice Committed to Excellence 
at 1136 Hartford Ave., Johnston.

P. S.. The first recorded effort of treatment with  a root 
canal dates back to 1776 when English dentist Robert 
Woofendale developed a method of treating diseased 
teeth by cauterizing infected pulp to close off the tooth 
from infection.

ROOT CANALS ARE NO JOKE

STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

Call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

YARD DEBRIS, 
JUNK REMOVAL and MORE!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

Call for pricing and availability.

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Johnston 
Sun Rise

*APY is annual percentage yield and is accurate as of 02/01/2022. Must maintain a minimum daily balance of $10.00 in 
your account to obtain the disclosed APY. Meet 3 Journey reward rate criteria: 1) 12 Debit Card Purchases must post and 
settle each qualification cycle 2) Have 1 Direct Deposit or Automatic Payment post and settle each  qualification cycle 3) 
Access Online Banking and Enroll to Receive Electronic Statements. ATM-processed transactions do not count towards 
qualifying debit card purchases. Balances between $10-$20,000 receive an APY of 2.00% if each cycle the minimum 
criteria are met. Tier examples - Tier 1 - balances between $10-$20,000 receive an APY of 2.00%; and Tier 2 - balances 
over $20,000 receive an APY of .35%. Rate is subject to change at any time after account opening. If you do not meet the 
criteria per qualification cycle, your account will still function as a Journey checking account earning an APY of .05% 
however, it will not receive ATM fee refunds for that time period. Fees may reduce earnings. ATM fee refunds up to $25 
per qualification cycle. New checking account relationships only. Federally insured by NCUA.

2.00
JOURNEY REWARDS CHECKING

•    Just make 12 debit purchases a month
•    One direct deposit or auto payment per month
•    Sign up for e-statements

Learn more at NavigantCU.org or by calling 401-233-4700

APY* On minimum 
daily balances of $10

FULLY STOCKED: Above, Diane Notarianni carries a tray of finished zeppoles from 
the kitchen to the display cases at Solitro’s Bakery, 1594 Cranston St., Cranston. 
Below, the final step: a cherry on top. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

WINE, DON’T WHINE: Diane Pennacchini stood in the back of her family bakery, 
Solitro’s, rolling purple piles of dough into small circular twisted wine biscuits.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

spotlight BUSINESSon

Be part of the Spotlight on BuSineSS and get the word out
with your ad, a feature story and photo...

All for just
$40/week!
                                           

Get the Word Out  About 
Your Business!

Call today for details,
and people will be
talking about your
business tomorrow! 
401-732-3100

Includes
Web

for the same
low price!!

(10-week commitment)

We Deliver!

Atwood 
Florist, Inc.

1041 Atwood Ave., Johnston • 274-7300
(Between St. Rocco’s & Simmonsville Ave.) All MAjoR CRedit CARdS

John D. Dick – Proprietor   www.atwoodflorist.com

Brighten Someone’s Day

with Flowers

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 79¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

Embroidered or Screenprinted Apparel
Drinkware • Magnets • Pens • Banners 

Padfolios • Key Rings • Tote Bags
Coolers • Flash Drives...much MORE!

Contact Bob Giberti
for all your promotional product needs:

401-585-0700
BobG@rhodybeat.com

CREaTivE PRODuCTs • innOvaTivE iDEas • PERsOnalizED sERviCE

By JENNIFER COATES

For Fred Phillips, the longtime owner of Fred’s Auto 
Body, there is simply no substitute for hard work, integrity, 
honesty, and good old-fashioned customer service. After 
39 remarkable years in the business, Fred’s character and 
ethics have come to define him almost more than the high 
quality of workmanship that he is also known for. In this 
competitive business, what has given him “staying power” is 
his commitment to excellence and to putting the goodwill of 
his customers over his own self-interests.

Fred Phillips has been a mechanic his whole adult life. He 
opened his first auto body shop in Coventry in 1983 and 
moved to his current location in West Warwick six years 
later in 1989.

At the time, his shop was a non-descript white building. 
This sufficed until a slump in business triggered an idea. Fred 
decided to stand out on busy Washington Street by painting 
his building a mellow shade of yellow, hoping it might attract 
some attention.

As the months and years went by, people began to take 
notice of Fred’s Auto Body shop.

That “mellow yellow” eventually turned bolder and bolder 
to the bright, lemon-yellow that it is today! Now there is 
no missing this bustling repair shop in the city – and once 
you meet Fred, you know that it is a lot more than a yellow 
building that has kept customers coming here generation 
after generation.

For Fred, it is ~ and always has been ~ about satisfying his 
customers. He genuinely cares about them and treats them 
like family, with every expectation of helping them get back 
on the road as soon as possible.

Fred knows that there are few things his customers 
depend on more than their vehicles.

They need them for family and work lives; they need 
them for travel and transportation. They need them almost 
every day, so when they are damaged and undriveable, this 
presents a major disruption. Fred knows how important 
your vehicles are to your livelihoods and to the day-to-day 
operations of your home. This is why he takes your trust and 
your business so seriously.

As the shop owner, Fred oversees every detail of 
your vehicle repair. He manages all the paperwork and 
communication with the insurance companies. He will make 

sure you have the most honest and transparent assessment 
of the damage and what it will cost to repair it to 100% of 
its original condition. Working alongside Fred is his loyal 
employee and expert auto body technician, Jason Colomb, 
whose steadfastness and talent have been a mainstay of 
Fred’s Auto Body for over twenty-four years.

If you have a car or truck that has been involved in an 
accident or has sustained any damage, give Fred Phillips 
a call at 401-821-7630 or visit his shop at 268 Washington 
Street. You won’t miss him in the bright yellow building! You 
can also visit his website at www.fredsautobody.biz

Fred’s Auto Body
Repairing and restoring your vehicles for 39 years

5 George Waterman Rd., Johnston, RI 02919
401-233-0314

iwilliams@lazori.org www.lazori.org

We provide 
brokerage 
services for 
persons with 
intellectual and 
developmental 
disabilities.

268 Washington Street, West Warwick
Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm • www.fredsautobody.biz

Call 821-7630 for 
complete collision service

DAMAGED CAR IN NEED OF REPAIRS?

Friendly & Honest Service
~INSURANCE WORK~

In Business 38 Years

 Fred’s Auto Body

You can’t miss this eye-popping auto body shop on Washington Street, home to the longstanding business Fred’s Auto 
Body shop. Fred Phillips, the owner and operator of the shop,nlives by this motto: “Our reputation is built upon quality 
work.”
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Dr. Matthew Willet t
MD, FAAD

Dr. Amylynne Frankel April Brosnan
FNP-C

Jennifer Fisher
MMSC, PA-C

Attention
Town of Johnston

Pet Owners

Rabies Inoculation Clinic
The Town of Johnston will hold a Rabies Clinic for Dogs, Cats 
and Ferrets three (3) months of age and older for Johnston and 
North Providence Residents only at The Governor Notte Park 
Recreation Hall, 1801 Douglas Avenue, North Providence, 
Rhode Island, on Saturday, March 19th, 2022 from 9:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Valid Resident Identification is required.

This clinic is utilizing Animal Welfare Grant Funds and the 
vaccine if free of charge

Dog Licenses are available as of April 1st and can be obtained 
during normal business hours (8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. week-
days) at the Office of the Office of the Town Clerk, Johnston 
Town Hall, 1385 Hartford Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919 (Ra-
bies Certificate required). The License fee is $5.00

Vincent P. Baccari, Jr.,
Town Clerk

3/17/22

Learn the Ins and Outs of  
Reverse Mortgages from a Local Expert

Financing loans up to $4,000,000
n  Establish a line of credit that grows*
n  Payoff your existing mortgage debt 
n  Maximize your cash flow

*If part of your loan is held in a line of credit upon which you may draw, then the unused portion of the line of credit will grow 
in size each month. The growth rate is equal to the sum of the interest rate plus the annual mortgage insurance premium rate 
being charged on your loan. 
This material has not been reviewed, approved or issued by HUD, FHA or any government agency. The company is not affiliated 
with or acting on behalf of or at the direction of HUD/FHA or any other government agency. 
© 2021 Reverse Mortgage Funding LLC, 1455 Broad St., 2nd Floor, Bloomfield, NJ 07003, 1-888-494-0882. Company 
NMLS ID # 1019941. For licensing information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Not all products and options are available in 

all states. Terms subject to change without notice. Certain conditions and fees apply. This is not a loan commitment. All loans subject to approval. LXXXX-Exp062021  
Branch NMLS #1371635. 8 Red Cross Ave., Newport, RI 02840. Massachusetts Mortgage Licensed Lender  No. ML1019941; Rhode Island 
Licensed Lender #20132869LL

CAROL MILLER
Reverse Mortgage Specialist 
NMLS #595725
401.406.1247 
cmiller@reversefunding.com
reversefunding.com/carol-miller

Free Application for Federal Student Aid

Money for College
Starts with
FAFSA

Schedule a FREE
phone appoinment with the
CollegePlanningCenter.

Call (401) 736-3170

Helping families with FAFSA
completion for over 20 years.

The College Planning Center is a free 
service provided by RI Student Loan Authority

Warwick Beacon
•

Cranston Herald
•

Johnston SunRise

We’re All Ears
Your
opinion is
something we
always want to hear.

Questions?
Comments?
Story ideas?
Let us know how we’re doing.

Sun Rise Scoops
By Meri R. Kennedy

NAMI-RI 
A free Virtual Family-To-

Family course begins April 
13.

The Rhode Island chapter 
of the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness is now accept-
ing registration for our Spring 
2022 virtual Family-to-Fami-
ly course which begins on 
Wednesday, April 13, 2022. 
This is a free, 8-session educa-
tional program for family, 
significant others and friends 
of people with mental health 
conditions. It is a designated 
evidenced-based program, 
which means that research 
shows that the program sig-
nificantly improves the cop-
ing and problem-solving 
abilities of the people closest 
to a person with a mental 
health condition.

NAMI-Rhode Island’s 
Family-to-Family course is 
taught by trained family 
members who have lived ex-
perience with a loved one, 
and includes presentations, 
discussions and interactive 
exercises.

For more information on 
the Family-to-Family curric-
ulum and registration re-
quirements, visit namirhode-
island.org or call 401-331-
3060 or email beth@
namirhodeisland.org.

From the Mohr Library
Library Programs & News: 

As we approach Spring, the 
Library is resuming much of 
their traditional program-
ming. At the same time, we 
have a couple problems.

Storytime for ages 2 and 
up is back! Wednesdays at 
10:30 a.m. Please contact us to 
register.

Book sale: The Friends of 
Mohr Library sponsor a book 
sale ongoing during our 
open hours, and there are 
extra offerings for a limited 
time. Please support the 
Friends, so they can support 
us with exciting programs for 
all ages. Reply to this email to 
learn more about the Friends.

Afterschool: Mohr Library 
has afterschool activities for 
middle-school and teenage 
kids almost every day. For 
young children, Mohr Li-
brary also has a craft table, as 
well as scavenger hunts, i-
spy games, and take-home 
craft kits.

Book Return: Please note 
we’ve had some technical 
difficulties with their out-
door book drop, and it is 
currently closed. There are 
no overdue fines on material 
returned at our location, but 
you do have to come while 
we’re open.

Copies and Prints: They 
also have a copier out of or-
der but note that there is an-
other in the lower level. If 
you use it to print to their 
printers from your own de-
vice or from home, please re-
member to use the lower 
level printer ID, 102915, and 
to let us know it’s coming. 
Reply to this email for more 
information.

Notary is available most 
evenings Monday through 
Thursday 4:30 to 8 p.m. and 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call 
ahead to confirm.

Computer and Device 
Help is a regular service and 
they will soon have extra 
help in the form of one-to-
one help sessions. More in-
formation will be available 

soon.
As always, we want to 

know what you’d like in 
terms of events and resources 
and will do our best to pro-
vide or refer. Reply to this 
email or contact them in the 
library by calling 231-4980.

Youth Arts Scholarships 
now open to register

Do you know a student 
aged 11 - 14 who loves to cre-
ate and to perform? Encour-
age them to apply to our 
ARTS Scholarships 2022 pro-
gram! Applications and 
guidelines are now available 
at ppacri.org/artsscholar-
ships.

The ARTS Scholarships 
2022 program, sponsored by 
the Textron Charitable Trust 
and the PPAC Annual Fund 
with support from WPRI 12 
and Ocean State Charities 
Trust, offers young artists an 
opportunity to participate in 
local summer arts education 
program that will broaden 
their experience in their cho-
sen area of study.

Qualified students must 
be aged 11 - 14 by June 1 of 
this year and reside in and 
attend school in Rhode Is-
land.

Rhode Island Senior 
Softball League

The Rhode Island Senior 
Softball League, who has 
over 350 players on 20 teams, 
is currently seeking players 
ages 50 and over for the up-
coming season.

The season will run from 
the beginning of May until 
the end of September, includ-
ing playoffs, and no games 
will be scheduled on July 4. 
Games are played on Sun-
day, double headers.

Masks and/or pitcher’s 
screen will be mandatory, 
and the league will use the 
same 11 fields as it did last 
season. Fields are located in 
East Providence, Cranston, 
Johnston, Woonsocket, North 
Kingston, Barrington and 
Western Cranston.

Visit www.leaguelineup.
c o m / w e l c o m e .
asp?url=riseniorsoftball for 
more information. Please fill 
out player inquiry form, the 
commissioner will contact 
you.

Consider donating 
blood

The Rhode Island Blood 
Center is in need of blood 
donations. Individuals wish-
ing to donate must book an 
appointment at the donation 
center; walk-ins are only ac-
cepted if safe distancing al-
lows at the person’s time of 
arrival.

Nearby areas to donate in-
clude The Shops at Green-
wood, which is located at 615 
Greenwich Ave., in Warwick. 
Sign up by visiting www.
ribc.org.

Prepare RI High School In-
ternships Program

Calling all RI public high 
school juniors: The 2022 Pre-
pareRI High school Intern-
ship Program is accepting 
applications to participate in 
on-site/in-person, PAID 
summer experiential learn-
ing internships with local 
employers across the state.

This program will help 
you earn, learn, and connect 
with employers across Rhode 
Island. Applications will be 
reviewed on a rolling basis. 

Visit www.skillsforri.com/
prepareri for more informa-
tion.

Apple Fest Scheduled
The 34th Annual Apple 

Festival has been scheduled 
for: Saturday, Sept 10 and 
Sunday, Sept. 11froom 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., both days.

The event will be held at 
the Johnston Memorial Park 
– 1583 Hartford Ave. in John-
ston. Register: www.mem-
bers.nrichamber.com/.../the-
34th-annual-apple

Johnston Senior Center of-
fers services

If you need any help with 
heating, housing, etc., during 
this cold winter or humidity 
or any other time, contact the 
Johnston Senior Center Social 
Services Department by call-
ing 944-3343. Madeline or 
Amy will be happy to help 
you.

Reminder from 
Parks & Rec

Just a reminder of some of 
the rules and regulations at 
Johnston Memorial Park. 
There are no dogs allowed in 
the park or walking tracks. 
Dogs are allowed in the na-
ture trail across the street 
from our parking lot; No 
smoking or tobacco use, No 
bikes, scooters, skateboard, 
etc. are allowed on the walk-
ing track that surrounds the 
pond. They may be used on 
the center path of the park, 
Please do not feed the ducks, 
birds, or any wildlife,

Please keep the park clean 
by using the available trash 
barrels, Absolutely no alco-
holic beverages on town 
property. No vehicles al-
lowed in the park; No swim-
ming or boating in the pond; 
No open flames or charcoal 
grills. Gas grills are permit-
ted; Fireplace use is prohib-
ited, For your safety, please 
do not climb trees or fences; 
The park closes at 10 p.m. 
Recreation Department or-
ganized activities may con-
tinue; No overnight parking; 
No foul language or loud 
music; Field use is by permit 
only.

Also, please be mindful of 
parking. Please display a 
handicap placard if you park 
in a handicap space. The area 
behind the office is reserved 

for employees. If you have 
any questions, please call 
401-272-3460.

The restrooms at Johnston 
Memorial Park are now 
closed for the Winter will re-
open in the Spring.

Tour the Johnston 
Historical Society

Just a reminder that Tues-
days, 6 to 8 p.m. are open 
hours at the Johnston Histori-
cal Society. Tour the muse-
um! Tour the Elijah Angell 
House! Ask all the questions 
you ever wanted to ask about 
Johnston history! All are wel-
come!

Contact the Johnston His-
torical Society at 231-3380 or 
at johnstonhistorical1825@
gmail.com, www.johnston-
historical.org or www.face-
book.com/johnstonhistori-
cal.

Did you know?
Bring on March 20, 2022! 

You may have heard that 
the spring equinox is the 
official first day of spring, 
and it’s true that this auspi-
cious event traditionally 
marked the start of spring 
for many different cultures 
as well as the start of the 
new year on ancient Indian 
and Persian calendars. 
Even today, the spring (or 
“vernal”) equinox, is often 
used to indicate the first 
day of spring. What it real-
ly signifies, though, is the 
astronomical start of spring 
as opposed to the meteoro-
logical one. Meteorological 
seasons are grouped by 
months and are based on 
weather and temperature 
shifts. Meteorologists and 
climatologists agree that 
the first real day of spring 
in the Northern Hemi-
sphere should be March 1. 
(Source: Spring Fun Facts)

Send submissions to 
SunriseScoops@aol.com. 
Photos in jpg format are ac-
cepted and news can in-
clude community events, 
promotions, academic 
news and nonprofit events 
as well as virtual events. 
Email today and see your 
news in our column in the 
Johnston Sun Rise. Please 
include a daytime tele-
phone number in case we 
require any further infor-
mation.
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Stepping out
for St. Paddy

In-person performances are back
By EMMA BARTLETT

Usually by the fi rst of the year, Damsha 
Dance Studio has a full dance ticket.

But the last two years have been 
anything but ordinary. The studio went 
virtual and events celebrating St. Patrick’s 
Day were canceled. However, the studio 
never lost the love of dancing. Once 
allowed to resume classes, routines and 
entire performances were videotaped to be 
shared.

Thankfully, that has changed and as 
gatherings once again started happening, 
requests for Irish step dancing poured in. 
It happened quickly.

Studio owners Gráinne Conley and 
Colleen Kenyon weren’t prepared for 
the sudden demand, although it was a 
relief to have a sense of normalcy return. 
On Saturday, they staged back-to-back 
performances at the William Shields 
American Legion Post and the Tri City Elks 
in Warwick. The 18 dancers wore masks 
just to be safe.

“Smile with your eyes,” says Kenyon to 
which Conley adds, “Irish eyes are always 
smiling.”

HIGH STEPPING: Damska 
Studio dancers removed their 
masks for this demonstration. 
When performing shows they 
wear masks for the moment and 
let “their Irish eyes smile.” (Beacon 
Communications photos)
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JUMPING BACK INTO PERFORMANCES: (From 
left to right) Moira Dadekian, Bridget Peterson, Maggie 
Peterson and Brigid Dadekian from the Kelly School of 
Irish Dance perform at the Providence Art Club this past 
February. This was their fi rst in-person show since the 
start of the pandemic.

LOOKING FORWARD TO ST. PATRICK’S DAY: 
KSID dancers Avery Bouvier (left) and Caileen Hughes 
prepare are preparing their March shows.

 Damhsa won’t be doing any parades but they will 
visit some nursing homes and on St. Patrick’s Day 
perform at 4 p.m. at the Warwick Mall.

Irish dancing brought Conley and Kenyon together 
18 years ago. Conley, whose family immigrated to 
this country from Ireland, was living in Boston when 
the pair crossed paths at the Harp and Shamrock in 
Warwick. “It was friendship right away,” says Conley.

Marianne Beirne, Kenyon’s mother, knows the 
studio as well as the girls. She’s been the “gal Friday” 
who manages the books, schedules performances 
and even drives the van. After Covid-19 shutdown 
the state, Damska closed the studio as there was no 
point to renting a building that couldn’t be used. 
Now that they are back in person, the studio rents 
space at the Elks or on Bald Hill Road across from 
Target for lessons and practice.

What’s been tough during the virtual period is 
introducing dancing to the little kids, says Beirne. 
Students range from three years old to 18. The studio 
also has adult classes.

Purposely Conley and Kenyon have avoided 
competitions. They are not looking to be in that 
league and refer to their shows as “culture and 
educational performances.” The shows are lively 
with the rhythm of clicking hard shoes or the soft 
shoe dances where legs fl y and curly hair whether 
wigs or the real thing bounce in time with the jig or 
reel. It’s fast, choreographed and precise and one 
wonders following a 35 to 40-minute performance 
whether students have the stamina to slip out of their 
stiffened elaborately hand decorated costumes that 
can cost upwards of $1,200 and drive across town for 
upwards of eight performances on a pre-Covid St. 
Patrick’s Day.

Beirne is surprised by the question.
“They love it,” she says. “It keeps them going.”
The studio traveled to Ireland in 2014 where they 

performed at a variety of venues. They had planned 
another trip for 2020 but the pandemic ruled that out. 
Kenyon would like to go back but for the moment the 
focus is on the students and recovering so much of 
what was lost by not being in person.

There are other considerations and responsibilities, 
too. Conley is the education program manager at 
Save the Bay where she has worked for 18 years. 
Until recently Kenyon taught second grade at St. 
Peter School. She is now working in productions at 
PBS.

Then there are the kids.
Kenyon learned she was pregnant the day Conley 

delivered her second child. A pandemic baby, Nora 
Kenyon who is now 15 months has had her exposure 
to Irish music and mother’s tapping feet. She’s not on 
her toes yet, but she proudly wears her shoes.

Coventry’s Kelly School of Irish Dance is also back 
to performing in-person events for St. Patrick’s Day. 
For dancers, the day is an opportunity to share their 
passion for dance and Irish culture.

“St. Patrick’s Day is much more than leprechauns 
and green beer,” said Kathleen Chilton, director and 
lead instructor.

Chilton and her sister Meghan Kelly established 
their Coventry studio on Sandy Bottom Road in 2011. 
Prior to that, Kelly (KSID owner and artistic director) 
taught Irish dance at the Irish Ceilidhe Club of Rhode 
Island. The dance studio has a range of classes, from 
youngsters all the way up to adult classes.

Due to the pandemic, KSID’s last in-person 
showcase was their 2019 Merry and Bright holiday 
show. Only recently did dancers return to the stage 
by performing at the Providence Art Club on Feb. 19.

Dancers are excited to return to the stage and will 
visit locations throughout the state with stops at 
several nursing homes and girl scout troops.

“Making them [seniors] feel good makes me feel 
good,” said Bridget Peterson, a member of KSID’s 
Moy Company, which is fi lled with dancers ages 10 
to 12.

In past St. Patrick’s Day performances, KSID would 
have 60 dancers at one venue. Due to Covid-19 
restrictions, the largest group of dancers they will 
take is 16 – most places will be between six and eight 
dancers.

The pandemic has not deterred dancers’ motivation. 
Kelly and Chilton said their dancers have been 
resilient in reaching their individual goals, dancing 
in full masks and going from Zoom dance classes to 
being back in person. The dance studio recently lifted 
its mask policy this past week.

“It [dancing] makes me happy,” said dancer 
Caroline Colligan. “I’ve been dancing for a couple of 
years, and it brought out personal traits that I have 
now.”

Dancers will fi nally get to share their passion for 
Irish culture, saying it is ‘their time of year.’ This 
includes lacing up their ghillies and hard shoes 
and putting on their school dresses or solo dresses 
to perform an assortment of reels, jigs, slip jigs, set 
dances and more.
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By Karen Kalunian

Local�Adoptable�Loveable

ANIMAL

TALK

Photo credit: Karen Kalunian

Senior girl looking for a comfy place to lay and enjoy her golden 
years. Sweet Talia’s story is a sad one, her owner passed away 
and she fi nds herself in the shelter. She would love a home with 
a single lady who wants a loyal companion. She enjoys attention, 
treats and walks on the leash. If you have a fenced in yard she 
would love that too! If you’ve been looking to change a life and 
help a dog in need please contact the Cranston Animal Shelter 
for more information about Talia. You can call 401-464-8700 or 
visit the shelter at 920 Phenix Ave Cranston, RI. Please note that 
the shelter is open by appointment only. Talia will be waiting and 
hoping that you’ll be coming for her!

If you have been looking to adopt 
or know of an animal in need, 

please contact Karen directly at 

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Talia

Dave Alves showcases his 
talents with debut album

By ROB DUGUAY

Providence via New Bedford 
singer-songwriter Dave Alves has 
performed in various establish-
ments throughout New England. 
This includes local spots such as the 
Tavern On Main in East Greenwich 
and Black Oak Kitchen & Drinks 
in Coventry along with places on 
opposite sides of the region includ-
ing Stowe Cider in the ski town of 
Stowe, Vermont and Nomans on 
the Massachusetts island of Mar-
tha’s Vineyard. Through his steady 
amount of gigs that often has him 
performing multiple times a week, 
he’s been able to harness his craft 
while playing both covers and origi-
nals. For the original side of his mu-
sic, he’s going to be releasing his 
debut album Widdershins on March 
20. There’s an acoustic foundation 
that’s consistently present within 
the record with electric riffs weaving 
in and out of various tracks. 

Some of the best things take a 
while to come to fruition and this is 
the case with Alves’ debut. It took 
him nearly four years to complete 
the whole thing, but the attention 
to detail in each song proves that 
he really focused on making this 
album a fine piece of artistic work. 
There’s a variety of audial charac-
teristics within the album, such as 
the sounds of seagulls squawking 
by the harbor, howling wind blow-
ing through the air, walking feet 
crushing the leaves on the ground 
and rain hitting against the window. 
These qualities take the senses on a 
voyage and with eyes closed the lis-
tener is transported to another place. 
Art is pure and genuine when it’s a 
reflection of where the artist either 
comes from or has been and Wid-
dershins is a stellar example when it 
comes to Alves’ identity as a musi-
cian. 

While listening further as the 
songs go along, a major fact that’s 
evident is this isn’t your typical 
singer-songwriter album. A lot of 
singer-songwriters go into a record-
ing session while aiming to have an 
organic approach. They want the 
listener to hear every strum, chord, 
progression and lyric with nothing 
getting in the way. There’s nothing 
wrong with that but Alves stands 
apart from this approach by includ-
ing ethereal & atmospheric elements 

which accent the music. It’s different 
from the norm, but more important-
ly it has a substance that few con-
temporaries can match.

“Overture” is an instrumental 
track that exemplifies Alves’ tal-
ents on a six-string. A third of the 
way through there’s some beats 
and claps coming in as the infec-
tious tones take hold. The dynamic 
between the acoustic and electric 
is evident within “Sundown” with 
“Repeat Steps 1-3” having a simi-
lar quality taking place as well. The 
difference is  the former having the 
amplification coming straight on 
halfway through while the latter 
has the electric guitars in the back-
ground while the acoustic is in the 

forefront. Other songs that are high-
lights within Widdershins include 
“Tree Of Life”, “You And Me Blues” 
and “Emotional And Unavailable”.

On the night of the album’s re-
lease, Alves will be ringing it in with 
a party at Askew on 150 Chestnut 
Street in Providence. Fellow local 
singer-songwriters Lauren King, 
Molly O’Leary and David Summit 
will be rounding out the bill. If you 
can’t make the show to grab a physi-
cal copy, log on to davealvesmusic.
com to see where you can purchase 
and stream it. Make sure you give 
Widdershins a listen when it comes 
out, it’s real songwriting in its most 
authentic form. 

Dave Alves (Photo by Jay Davani)

By Don Fowler

I’m enjoying my morning cup of coffee in my J.P. 
Spoonem’s mug, reminiscing about the many breakfasts 
I enjoyed at the Cranston restaurant and missing Joe’s 
corned beef hash and home fries and Pat’s smile as she 
refreshed my coffee. 

Where have all my favorite restaurants gone? 
I’m at the point in my life where my original doctors, 

dentist, pharmacist and restaurant owners and chefs 
have all retired or passed on. 

While Rhode Island has some great seafood 
restaurants, I miss Horton’s on Six Corners in East 
Providence. While nowhere near the shore, the family-
owned business had the best and most fairly priced 
seafood in the state. 

I miss the Ming Garden’s messy but tasty chicken 
wings. 

But most of all, I miss the prices: Fish for a quarter, 
with French fries for the same price at dozens of 
neighborhood fish and chip places. Quahog pie and a 
salad with Roquefort for a buck at Twin Oaks. A fish 
sandwich for a buck -- and twice as big for another buck 
at McDonald’s. 

Surveys have shown that most people frequent 
restaurants within five to ten miles of their house. With 
the price of gas so outrageous, we are fortunate that 
there are so many good restaurants in our area. 

One of the popular spots for seniors is the Crow’s 
Nest. The restaurant has been sold to the owner of two 
popular Italian restaurants on Federal Hill. Rumors 
floated that the seafood menu would disappear, and we 
would have yet one more Italian restaurant in Warwick. 

Not so, says the owner. Just be certain that my favorite 
fried scallop and clam dish is still on the menu. 

Rim Nahm, the cozy little Thai restaurant in Pawtuxet 
Village, has changed ownership. We wish them well. 

So many fine restaurants. So little time.

Restaurant

Musings
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-379-4172

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er – Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 
terms and conditions. 
  

NETFLIX 

THE ADAM PROJECT 
* * * *

(Sci-Fi Family Film) 

Netfl ix scores big with this exciting, original sci-fi  fi lm 
that will be enjoyed by the whole family. 

Ryan Reynolds stars as Adam, a renegade space pilot 
who time travels back to when he was a 12-year-old boy. 

He is on a mission to eliminate time travel, which he 
father (Mark Ruffalo) had invented and was now being 
used for the wrong reasons by Ruffalo’s former partner 
(Catherine Keener). 

Adam’s younger self (a charming Walker Scobell) 
discovers his older self in his shed. The future Adam is 
searching for his missing and assumed dead wife (Zoe 
Saldana). 

The plot thickens, but never gets too complicated, as 
young Adam, who is bullied in school, bonds with his 
macho future self. 

Jennifer Garner plays Adam’s widowed mother, who is 
having trouble keeping it all together. 

To tell you more would be spoiling the twists and turns 
in the best time-travel movie I have ever seen since “Back 
to the Future.” 

The acting is great. The writing is clever and believable. 
The messages about loving your family and living in the 
present are loud and clear. 

This is one great movie. 

with 

Joyce & Don

Fowler

Movies

See it at the 

Walker Scobell stars with Ryan Reynolds in the Netfl ix movie The Adam Project.

Alexander Dreymon stars as Uhtred in The Last 
Kingdom.

By DON FOWLER

Every year for the past 17 years, the 
Avon Cinema has shown the nominated 
short fi lms for the Academy Awards, 
which will be shown on TV Sunday 
evening, March 27.

Several of the nominees were shown 
at the Rhode Island International Film 
Festival this past summer.

The nominated animation fi lms will be 
shown this weekend, March 18-20 at 4:10 
p.m. and 6:20 p.m.

Documentary short fi lms will be shown 
on Monday and Tuesday, March 21 and 
22 at 3:05 p.m. and 6:20.

Live Action fi lms will be shown on 
Wednesday and Thursday, March 23 and 
24 at 3:05 p.m. and 6:20 p.m.

Avon to show Oscar 
Short Film Nominees

Oscar-nominated animated, 
documentary and live action 
short fi lms will be featured at 
Avon Cinema over the next week.

PIECES OF HER 
* * * ½ 

(Thriller) 

Toni Colette stars as a suburban divorced mother with an incredible past that is slowly revealed as her grown 
daughter (Bella Heathcote) digs deeper and deeper. 

The shocking opening scene lays the groundwork for this eight-episode thriller that is fi lled with fl ashbacks and 
loads of twists and turns. 

Colette, one of my favorite actors, is great as Laura, a woman born into wealth (in Rhode Island?) who gets 
involved with the wrong people who haunt her throughout her life. 

THE LAST KINGDOM 
* * * ½ 

(Epic Tale) 

This epic tale of pagans fi ghting Christians and Danes fi ghting the English continues for another season. 
Uhtred continues fi ghting to get back his land, wealth and title that was taken from him. Alongside Brida, his 

faithful companion, in spite of their religious differences. One worships the gods; the other worships God. 
There are lots of bloody battles, interesting characters, and changing allegiances leading up to an exciting fi nal 

battle. 
Stay tuned, because there is surely more to come.
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I
n today’s collecting world it is an undeniable 
truth that size matters. Yes, I know it 
sounds unfortunate, but people do not like 
big things, it is the truth. It is very rare to 
fi nd a millennial, or even someone from 
generation X who like’s collecting anything 

at all let alone furniture, so what do we collect? 
We have learned about comics, toys, and video 
games which are all typically small(er) and lighter 
than your average antique. Granted video games 
can get clunky at time with the older systems or 
if you choose to buy an arcade machine for the 
bachelor pad but you get my point. So what is 
today’s transient millennial friendly collectible? The 
answer is TCG. 

TCG which stands for Trading Card Game is a 
term used to describe a body of cards which are 
produced for people to both collect and play as a 
structured game. It’s a two for one item, a collectible 
which originally had a purpose. Most will argue 
trading cards have been collected forever, over 
a hundred years even when factoring in baseball 
cards.  Baseball cards have been around for over 
a hundred years beginning in the late 1800’s, but 
the fi rst TCG was only released in 1993 with Magic: 
The Gathering. So we are talking a very young 
market that is on the rise. Your big three for TCG 
are Magic: The Gathering (1993), Yu-Gi-Oh (1999) 
and of course, the craze which set the world on 
fi re, Pokemon (1996). 

Now don’t freak out and go crazy looking through 
your basement (All though you should!) but if you 
are a child of the 90’s and later odds are you 

collected one if not all of these three card games. 

99 and 9/10th percent of all cards are nearly 

worthless, and by worthless I mean $2.00 or less, 

but there is that 0.1% like in all collectibles that is 

just insanely valuable. Here is the breakdown. For 

Magic there are approximately 20 cards 
to really keep an eye out for, but the number 
one is the Black Lotus from the original Beta set with 
a black boarder, in near perfect condition the card 
at auction easily brings $30,000+ when graded. 
Even if you have the original unlimited release with 
the white boarder it can be an $8,000 card in the 
right setting. The same rule of thumb applies to 
both Pokemon and Yu-Gi-Oh having approximately 
20 or so cards really worth cake. For Yu-Gi-Oh 
the fan favorite has always been Blue Eyes White 
Dragon. For a fi rst edition non-starter deck card 
in 10 out of 10 condition you’re looking at about 
$4,000-$6,000 at auction. That’s a lot of money to 
think the card is only from 2002. Last but not least 
for the one who just has to catch them all the fi rst 
edition shadowless Charizard is the crown jewel of 
Pokemon, and in perfect 10 out of 10 condition 
you have a $25,000+ card, but have just a 9 and 
you’re looking at about $2,500. So you can see 
how important condition is. If you stumble across 
your old binder of cards your best bet is to contact 
a Pop Culture specialist, you’ll drive yourself crazy. 
There are so many variants and factors to consider 
it’ll be impossible to know what cards you truly 
have, and you don’t want to make a mistake. 

By Travis Landry
Auctioneer & Specialist

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

n today’s collecting world it is an undeniable 
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My pitch

by 
Alex 

Sponseller
Sports Editor

alexs@
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Sports

Acciardo makes 
the Golden Dozen

OFF TO COLLEGE: Johnston’s Joey Acciardo last season. (Photo by Alex Sponseller)

BACK AT IT: Johnston 
High School has solidified 
its coaching roster for the 
upcoming spring sports 
season. Among the pack 
is David Iannuccilli, who 
will be returning as the 
school’s softball coach. 
Iannuccilli helped the Pan-
thers get back to the play-
off last season after taking 
multiple years off. (Photo 
by Alex Sponseller)

By PETE FONTAINE

Item 10, which was listed as “Superintendent’s Rec-
ommendations” for last week’s bi-monthly Johnston 
School Committee meeting, certified the appointments 
of the men and women will lead the district’s spring 
sports squads

In all, a total of 19 educators were approved for 
coaching positions at Johnston High School and Nicho-
las A. Ferri Middle School during the upcoming the 
2022 seasons which will begin soon.

What was also listed as number 22-03-04 was unani-
mously approved by the five-member school board that 
includes Chairman Robert LaFazia, Vice Chairman Jo-
seph Rotella, Dawn Aloisio Marisue Andreozzi and 
Susan Mansolillo.

“This is always and exciting time of year for each and 
every male and female athlete – and their teams,” said 
LaFazia with a smile on his face while offering his best 
wishes for the 2022 season. “We are always proud of all 
our coaches and respective athletes.”

The list began with veteran JHS physical education 

JHS sets spring 
coaching roster

	 ROSTER - PAGE 21

And just like that, win-
ter sports are in the 
books.

Let me dive into how 
our final teams fared this 
past weekend and then 
give you my final 
thoughts on the season 
before we flip the page 
toward the spring.

Let’s start with Hen-
dricken hockey.

The Hawks were a 
steady force all season 
long and were always in 
the mix as one of the 
state’s best teams. It was 
clear come playoff time 
that it was a three-team 
race for the champion-
ship: Hendricken, La 
Salle and East Green-
wich.

Although those were 
the three teams, it felt 
like La Salle’s year. The 
Rams were unbeaten in 
league play and trounced 
everyone they faced. 
Hendricken did not care 
as it skated to a two-
game sweep in the semis 
to shock the state. Was it 
a shock that the Hawks 
won? No, but for them to 
do it with relative ease 
absolutely was.

Then fast forward to 
the state championship 
series against EG.

The two teams split 
the regular season meet-
ings and on paper were 
an even match. What 
that led to was one of the 
most exciting finals that 
we have had in recent 
memory, with the Hawks 
taking home the Game 1 
shootout win then earn-
ing a hard-fought win in 
Game 2 to wrap up the 
title.

Although the final 
score of Game 2 was 5-2, 
it was far from a lopsid-
ed win as the score 
would indicate. The 

teams were tied going 
into the final period and 
EG would score in the 
final four minutes to 
make it a one-goal game 
late. Hendricken explod-
ed in the final two min-
utes to run away with it.

As I said last week, I 
do feel a little sorry for 
La Salle. That team was 
loaded, had arguably the 
best goalie in the state, 
had experience, depth, 
momentum. It was wild 
to see them fall flat in the 
playoffs. But overall, 
sometimes records don’t 
paint the full picture, 
and after seeing the 
quality of these two 
teams in action, I think 
they were very worthy 
representatives.

That is another thing 
that stood out to me, the 
quality of play.

Each team was fast, ef-
ficient, and made few 
mistakes. Each goalie 
came up big, neither 
team ever panicked. It 
was some of the best 
high school hockey I 
have ever watched.

Perhaps the biggest 
story that came from the 
finals was the tragic 
news that West Warwick 
hockey player Matt Den-
nison passed away 
weeks after he and a 

An epic end to 
the winter season

	 PITCH - PAGE 21

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Emo DiNitto/Rhode Island 
Football Chapter of the National 
Football Foundation unveiled its 

Golden Dozen for 2022, and John-
ston wide receiver Joey Acciardo 
made the cut. 

The annual recipients of this 
award are chosen based on perfor-

mance on the gridiron as well as in 
the classroom, with a required min-
imum grade average of B-plus to go 

	 DOZEN - PAGE 21
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CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Jersey Mike’s 12th 
Annual ‘Month of Giving’ 
celebrates  Special Olympics 
athletes nationwide

The 2022 Special Olympics USA Games is 
joining forces with Jersey Mike’s locations 
throughout Rhode Island  for its 12th Annual 
March “Month of Giving” campaign. During 
the month of March, customers can make a 
donation at any Jersey Mike’s restaurant to 
help 30 local Team Rhode Island athletes, 
coaches and volunteers and the 2022 Special 
Olympics USA Games, held June 5-12, in Or-
lando, Fla. Athletes will compete in 19 sports 
including athletics, gymnastics, swimming, 
tennis, basketball, flag football and many 
more.

The Month of Giving campaign will culmi-
nate with Jersey Mike’s “Day of Giving” on 
Wednesday, March 30, when local Jersey 
Mike’s restaurants will give 100 percent of the 
day’s sales – not just profit – to the 2022 Special 
Olympics USA Games and the local state 
Programs attending the USA Games.

For the first time in the 12-year history of 
Month of Giving, Jersey Mike’s owners and 
operators nationwide will support a single 
cause. The company hopes to surpass last 
year’s record-breaking $15 million raised for 
charity. Jersey Mike’s Month of Giving has 
raised more than $47 million for local charities 
since it began in 2011. 

 “We’ve been involved with Special Olym-

pics since 1975, and it is an honor for Jersey 
Mike’s to be the presenting partner of the 2022 
Special Olympics USA Games,” said Peter 
Cancro, Jersey Mike’s founder and CEO. “We 
support the organization’s mission to foster 
inclusivity, and help its athletes shine on and 
off the field. I invite everyone to join us and 
celebrate our country’s Special Olympics ath-
letes during Month of Giving.”

 Every four years, more than 5,500 athletes 
and coaches from all 50 states unite to com-
pete in one of the most beloved and inspiring 
sporting events in the US – the Special Olym-
pics USA Games. It is all part of a global 
movement using sports to end discrimination 
and empower people with intellectual dis-
abilities. Jersey Mike’s is the presenting spon-
sor of the 2022 Special Olympics USA Games. 

 Throughout March, customers can make 
donations through the Jersey Mike’s mobile 
app or in-store. On Day of Giving, Jersey 
Mike’s restaurants will donate their resources 
and every single dollar that comes in – wheth-
er in-store, on-line or through the app – to the 
2022 Special Olympics USA Games and the 
local state Programs attending the USA 
Games.

For a list of participating restaurants in your 
area please visit our location listing by state.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The CCRI Knights basketball team contin-
ued paly in the 2022 NJCAA Basketball Divi-
sion III National Tournament on Saturday by 
facing the tournament’s No. 1 seed Blue 
Devils of Riverland Community College in 
the 5th/6th place game. In a match-up of ti-
tans the NJCAA Basketball Tournament 
Committee though may make it to the final 
we had two of the top five teams I the country 
facing off to see who could finish their season 
with a victory and claim 5th place at the Na-
tional Tournament. 

The Knights lost a heartbreaker to the Blue 
Devils 76-75. With the loss the Knights end 
their season with a 23-5 record and finish sixth 
at the 2022 NJCAA Division III Basketball 
National Tournament.

After the All-Star level introductions, it took 
both teams a couple minutes to get into a 
rhythm. After 2:30 minutes Riverland had a 
4-0 lead. The Knights battled back to tie the 
game 6-6 after four free throws from Theo 
Jadotte (Providence) and a basket by Levi 
King (Westerly). Back-to-back 3-pointers by 
Riverland extended their lead to six points 
12-6 with 15 minutes left.  

The Knights had answers as well and con-
tinued to battle with the Blue Devils and cut 
their lead to one point 15-14 with 12:52 and a 
media timeout. 

The teams were beginning to settle into the 
game and with 7:10 left King cut the Blue 
Devil lead to just three points with the score 
23-26, followed shortly by a Mitchel Noresca 
put back made it 26-25 Riverland with 6:30 left 
in the half. The Knights were facing a very 
high-powered Blue Devils squad but at the 
half they only trailed 39-35.  

At the half the Knights are being led by RJ 
Pina with 10 first half points with two re-
bounds and two assist, Jadotte who has eight 
points two rebounds and an assist and Levi 
King added seven points and five rebounds 
while Noresca added six points with four re-
bounds. Both teams have been pushing the 
ball up and down the court but have not been 
as efficient as they would like. The Knights are 
benefitting from 12 points off turnovers while 
Riverland has done an excellent job sharing 
the ball with 14 first half assists.

The Knights started the second half with a 
6-2 run to cut the Riverland lead to 41-39 with 
17 minutes left. At the 15:45 mark we were 

tied 44-44 after a basket from Pina.  
The Blue Devils made a basket and a 

3-pointer to extend their lead back to five 
points 49-44 with 14:57 remaining in the 
game.  The Knights cut the Blue Devil lead to 
three points again 53-50 on a jumper from 
Jadotte with 12 minutes remaining. However, 
very time the Knights got close the Blue Dev-
ils would make a 3-pointer, Lajarrion Spinks 
was feeling it shooting 3-for-4 from the land of 
plenty.  But your CCRI Knights do not quit, 
and Noresca made a basket with 9:36 left once 
again cut the Riverland lead to two points 58-
56. 

Mike Resnick tied the score at 58 with 7:50 
remaining.  A couple minutes past with some 
up-and-down play by both teams but within 
a 25-second span The Blue Devils sank back-
to-back threes to take a 64-58 lead with 5:40 
remaining the game and a media timeout. 
Noresca cut the lead to 64-60 with 5:00 left but 
another 3-pointer from Riverland once again 
extended their lead to seven points 67-60 with 
4:27 left.  

A Jadotte dunk on a feed from Levi King 
cut the lead to five points 67-65 with 3:35 re-
maining in the game. With 31.8 remaining the 
game CCRI trails Riverland 74-69 after a bas-
ket from Teo Jadotte. The Knights cut the lead 
to three points 75-72 after a 3-pointer from Pi-
na with 23.2 left in the game forcing a River-
land timeout.  After a made free throw from 
Riverland the score was 76-72 Blue Devils. 
Luke Fusaro was found open and drained a 
HUGE 3-pointer and was fouled to cut the 
lead to 75-76 with 4.5 left and a free throw still 
to come, timeout Riverland. 

Unfortunately, Fusaro could not convert 
the free throw and complete the 4-point play, 
rebound Riverland with 1.7 remaining. 
Knights had to foul sending The Blue Devils 
to the line where they made 1-2, rebounded 
by Jadotte with 1.4 remaining, timeout CCRI. 
The Knights drew up a final play to inbound 
to RJ Pina who heaved it from half court but 
came-up just short.  Knights fall by the final 
count of 76-75.

The Knights were led by Pina who had a 
game-high 22 points, including two 3-point-
ers with three steals, two rebounds, and two 
assists. Jadotte scored 19 points with 14 re-
bounds with two steals a blocked shot, and an 
assist. Noresca added 15 points with nine re-
bounds and a steal. King added 10 points, 
eight rebounds, five assists and a steal. 

CCRI wraps up 
national tourney run

5 Knights earn postseason honors
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The CCRI Lady Knights basketball 
team enjoyed tremendous success dur-
ing the 2021-22 basketball season. The 
Lady Knights had a 17-7 overall record 
and were a perfect 9-0 in Region XXI 
play.  

Their success did not stop there are 
they went on to win the Region XXI and 
East District Championship which 
earned them a berth in the 2022 NJCAA 
Division III Women’s Basketball Na-
tional Tournament.  

In addition to their team success ma-
ny players and coaches from the CCRI 
squad earned individual honors. For 
the first time in CCRI history the entire 
starting line-up earned All-Region XXI 
basketball honors. Freshman Center 
Maggie Schwab (Narragansett) earned 
Frist Team All-Region XXI honors. 
Freshman co-captain Guard, Michelle 
Moreno (Providence), freshman Guard 
Elizabeth Bruno (Providence), fresh-

man Guard Chloe Rayko (Coventry) 
and freshman Forward Ashley Lima 
(Cape Verde) all earned Second Team 
All-Region XXI honors.  

In addition, Head Coach Doug 
Haynes was honored with Region XXI/
East District Coach of the Year. Many 
CCRI loyal fans may be disappointed 
that more players were not on the First 
Team however, having all five starters 
all being honored speaks more to how 
excellent and dynamic the 2021-22 La-
dy Knights squad was.  

Haynes along with his staff of Joel 
Tuoni, Denise Scott and Victoria Wilk-
erson led their Lady Knights to an im-
pressive 17-7 overall record which in-
cluded a perfect 9-0 record in Region 
XXI play.  In addition, the Lady Knights 
won the Region XXI/East District 
Championship by defeating Massasoit 
82-62 and Springfield Tech 71-43.  With 
their District Championship CCRI 
earned a berth in the 2022 NJCAA 
Women’s Division III Tournament.
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Magic?

teacher Joe Acciardo who will again 
serve as head coach for the JHS 
baseball Panthers. He’ll be assisted 
by Paul Robitaille who’ll also direct 
the junior varsity squad.

In all, Johnston High School will 
field a total of seven boys and girls 
teams that will compete for top 
honors in their respective divisions 
of the Rhode Island Interscholastic 
League, which governs all school 
sports in the state.

Thus, the JHS spring sports teams 
and coaching staffs include: 

Golf: Jason Corsini; Girls La-
crosse: Joseph Areson, head coach 
and Amanda Areson, head jayvee 
and assistant varsity coach; Girls 
Fast-Pitch Softball: David Iannnuc-
cilli Sr., head coach; Christiane 
Campopiano, head jayvee and as-
sistant varsity coach; Boys’ Tennis: 
Anthony Lancellotti, head coach.

Christian Young will serve as 
JHS’ boys’ varsity had coach while 
the girl’s side will be headed by 
Cheryl Marfeo. Greg Russo and 
Louis DiMaio, who has long-time 
handled the teams’ field events will 
work with both the boys and girls 
teams.

In Boys Volleyball, Greta Lalli 
will serve as head coach and Marga-
ret “Peg” Guilmette taking on the 
roles of head junior varsity and as-
sistant varsity coach.

The lone vacancy that remains is 
naming of the head baseball coach 
at Ferri while Mario Nasisi will di-
rector the girls’ fast-pitch softball 
squad. Brian Iafrate and Greta Lalli 
will coach the boys and girls track 
and field teams respectively with 

Monique Desmarais serving head 
girls’ volleyball coach.

It is expected that the springs 
sports teams schedules will be final-
ized soon, as someone suggested, 
“as long as the weather cooper-
ates.”

teammate sustained injuries in a car 
accident when they were struck by 
a drunk driver. The news broke 
during Game 1 and the players - 
many of who knew Dennison - 
found out shortly after the win.

It was an emotional weekend for 
the RI hockey community and each 
team honored Dennison in its own 
way. The Hawks won and not a 
single player or coach failed to men-
tion that their win was dedicated to 
him, but at the end of the day, each 
team played for Dennison and it 
was a beautiful thing to see.

Sports really do seem to bring the 
best out of people and the commu-
nity together. This is a horrible situ-
ation, a terrible loss of life. The local 
hockey community is tight-knit, so 
to see everyone come together and 
enjoy such an outstanding series 
while also remembering Dennison 
was quite the story.

Next up is Hendricken basketball, 
which pulled off consecutive upsets 
by topping No. 1 La Salle in the 
state semis then No. 2 Classical in 
the finals.

For Hendricken standards, this 
was a down year prior to the state 
tournament. The Hawks lost to La 
Salle then Classical twice in the 
regular season, along with a few 
other uncharacteristic losses along 

the way. Then, the Hawks fell in the 
Division I Championship to the 
Purple to make it three-straight de-
feats.

It seemed like a La Salle-Classical 
state title was meant to be, but the 
Hawks did not care. No one count-
ed them out, but it was the first time 
in a while that they were not the 
odds-on favorite.

I did a little Final Four preview 
early last week and I swung by the 
team’s practice to speak with coach 
Jamal Gomes and a couple of the 
players. They were in the middle of 
installing their game plan for La 
Salle, and watching them work 
made me have a feeling in my gut 
that this was going to happen.

They seemed calm, focused, and 
very aware of not only what La 
Salle brought to the table, but what 
their weaknesses in their first meet-
ing were. Hendricken had a full 
week to prepare, which is scary 
considering how well-coached the 
team is.

I never put it on paper, so you’ll 
have to take me at my word. I fully 
believed Hendricken would win 
these two games when leaving that 
practice. They had a week to pre-
pare and get healthy. They seemed 
to have all the answers on how to 
beat La Salle, and I really had my 
doubts that Classical could pull off 
a fourth straight win. The stars just 
seemed to be aligning.

So, credit to the Hawks for re-

minding the state why they are the 
best team. Despite an inconsistent 
regular season, despite having six 
games postponed, despite having 
just one senior in the starting line-
up, the Hawks got it done. Again, 
the majority of the team will be 
back next year, so it is pretty safe to 
say it will be the favorite heading 
into 2022-23.

The last team was the Cranston 
West girls basketball club, which 
came up short in the Final Four 
round against Juanita Sanchez.

The Falcons were the Cinderella 
team of the tournament, taking an 
11th seed into the bracket and beat-
ing East Providence and Rogers to 
reach the Final Four. West held a 
lead in the fourth quarter and al-
most made it a third consecutive 
upset win, but the Cavaliers came 
up with the big plays in the final 
four minutes to take the win.

Midway through the regular sea-
son, West seemed to be a middle-ti-
er team that would be bounced 
early from the playoffs. Now, the 
Falcons are a top-four team in the 
state and will be returning about 
half of its lineup. There will be big 
shoes to fill, no doubt, but West will 
be one of the most interesting teams 
heading into next season. It was a 
fun ride.

Thank you to our athletes, coach-
es and fans for another great season. 
Let’s get ready for the spring.

� Roster
(Continued from page 19)

� Pitch
(Continued from page 19)

along with at least All-Division honors. 
Members of the Golden Dozen will be given $1,000 

grants toward their respective colleges in a ceremonial 
dinner on May 2 at the Crowne Plaza in Warwick.

“I’m very honored to be a part of it and to be named 
with other student-athletes that have been successful 
both on the field and academically,” said Acciardo, who 
will be attending Santa Monica College in the fall and 
looks to walk on to the football team.

As a football player and dancer, balancing his sched-
uling was key in finding success during his high school 
career.

“The biggest challenge was time management. I also 
dance and I teach classes and take classes on the side 
with football. The challenge was the amount of work 
more so than the subjects. School work always had to 
come first; I always had to do my school work after 
practice,” Acciardo said.

As he gets prepared to take that next step, Acciardo 
will remember the value in seeing both ends of the 
spectrum of success on the gridiron. Acciardo was a key 
piece to Johnston’s turnaround, as the Panthers snapped 
a lengthy postseason drought to reach the playoffs dur-
ing both his junior and senior campaigns. The Panthers 
reached the Division III Super Bowl his junior year.

“It’s great to know what it’s like to be on a losing 
team and a winning team. I was fortunate to be on a 
winning team my final high school years. I know what 
it’s like to hate losing but I also know how it feels to 
win, it’s much more fun to win,” said Acciardo.

Acciardo will also miss the Johnston community – 
especially his father Joe Acciardo Sr., who served as his 
coach for much of his playing career.

“My dad was my head coach so I’m obviously going 
to miss him moving to California. I’ll miss my parents, 
my friends, growing up in Johnston. I was always on 
the sideline with my dad, looking up to him and want-
ing to be a high school player for him,” Acciardo said. 
“Moving across the country is a big next step but I’m 
looking forward to it.”

� Dozen
(Continued from page 19)

IN THE DUGOUT: Joe Acciardo, who will return as Johnston’s head base-
ball coach. (Sun Rise file photo)
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R.L. Davis Movers, Inc.
Residential - Commercial
Packing Services & Supplies Available

5% Senior Discount
Serving All of New England

401-463-0006
Lic. #MC134        Insured

933  Electrical

929  Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

936  Handyman

939  Moving & Storage

943  Landscaping

Complete
Landscaping 

Grass Cutting
Masonry Work

All Work Guaranteed
Jake 374-3695 
Free Estimates   Reg. # 37648

953  Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

960  Storage

STORAGE CONTAINERS
 For Rent. Stationary at 

Johnston location or mobile. 
We can bring to your

location for monthly rental. 
Very competitive, fast & 
reliable service. Call for
our pricing & incentive

programs for long term use.

401-837-0048 or 401-663-0174

965  Rubbish Removal

House Junk Removal
Garages • Basements

Small Demolitions 
Reliable Service

Reg. #2983 & Insured

286-0505
Winter Cleanups

House - Cellars - Yards 
Garages - Moving?

Anything hauled away, some for FREE!
30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 

741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

YARD DEBRIS, JUNK  
REMOVAL & MORE

10, 15, 20 & 30 Containers 
placed at your location. 

Competitive rates. Reliable, courteous 
service. Call for pricing & availability, 

1st 401-626-8737
 2nd 401-837-0048.

Business 
ServiceS

Snow Removal
for Driveways & 

Walkways
By Snowblower & Shoveling

Ice Melt Available

401-924-2999

940 Snow Removal

948  Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Business services
ads start at

$32/week
for 4 or more weeks

Ad appears in the
Johnston sun Rise,
Warwick Beacon &

Cranston Herald 

To place your ad,
please call Amanda

732-3100

ALL SKILL
Landscaping

Lawn Maintenance
Tree Trimming & Removals

Stump Grinding

401-924-2999

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

945  PaintingBy CAPT. DAVE MONTI

Climate change is impacting our 
coastal shoreline, habitat and the 
fish we love to catch, eat and/or 
release. If you are interested in what 
is changing, and how to employ 
strategies and actions to address 
climate changes, you will want to 
attend this free online Climate 
Fishinar on Wednesday, March 23 
and April 13, 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Last week Climate Fishinar part-
ners led by the Coastal Resources 
Center and Rhode Island Sea Grant  
at the University of Rhode Island 
Graduate School of Oceanography 
announced a free online Climate 
Fishinar series titled, “Climate 
Change Effects on Recreational Fishing 
and Boating: Opportunities and Ac-
tions”.

It is a two-part webinar series that 
will engage northeast recreational 
anglers, boaters, and climate ex-
perts.  They will discuss how cli-
mate change is affecting traditional 
uses – both good and bad. Strate-
gies and actions that individuals, 
governments, and industry are tak-
ing to respond to these changes will 
also be discussed.

As part of the Climate Fishinar 
series organizers are holding a pho-
to contest.  Send in your photos that 
depict positive or negative climate 
impacts on fish, habitat, or resource 
users and you will have a chance to 
win one of two $250 cash card 
prizes. Photos could include a 
habitat change, fish that have left 
the area, fish here or here in greater 
abundance due to climate impacts, 
etc.

Organizers plan to screen photos 
during each session. Session I dead-
line is  Friday, March 18, Session II 
and the final deadline is  Wednes-
day, April 6. To enter, please send 
photographs to me, Dave Monti at 
dmontifish@verizon.net, as I have 
been asked to coordinate entries. 
Each photo should be accompanied 
by the name of the photographer, 
where the photo was taken, and a 
brief one to two sentence descrip-
tion of the photograph. 

To take a look at the list of charter 
captains, fishing sharpies and cli-
mate scientists participating, or to 
register for Session I on March 23 
visit https://seagrant.gso.uri.edu/
webinar-series-climate-change-ef-
fects-on-recreational-fishing-and-
boating/.

Event participants include the 
University of Rhode Island 
(URI)  Graduate School of 
Oceanography,  Coastal Resources 
Center,  Rhode Island Sea 
Grant,  Rhode Island Saltwater An-
glers Association, NOAA Northeast 
Fisheries Science Cen-
ter,  Ørsted,  American Saltwater 
Guides Association, Ocean Conser-
vancy, Rhode Island Marine Trades 
Association, and Safe Harbor Mari-
nas.

Saltwater Fishing Show 
big success

The excitement started to build at 
around 11 a.m. Friday.  The line to 
get in to the New England Saltwater 
Fishing Show stretched the length 
of the Rhode Island Convention 
Center around the corner to the 
Omni Hotel and then winded in zig 
zag fashion to accommodate all 
those wanting to get into the Show 
at 12 noon. The show is sponsored 
by the Rhode Island Saltwater An-
glers Association (RISAA).

As the crowd at the entrance 
stood in line they watched the Fish-

ing Show Launch Event. Those par-
ticipating to open the show includ-
ed Janet Coit, Assistant Administra-
tor of NOAA (and former RI DEM 
Director); Terrance Gray, Acting Di-
rector of the Department of Envi-
ronmental Management; RI State 
Representatives Deborah Ruggiero 
and Terri Cortvriend (both of them 
are shore access champions); Greg 
Vespe, Executive Director and 
Dawn Filliatreault Wood, Board 
President or RISAA; and Lynn Me-
deiros, long time RISAA volunteer 
and wife of the late Stephen Me-
deiros, RISSA founding president 
and Fishing Show director.

The Launch Event included the 
sounding of vessel horns, one long 
and three short blasts, symbolic of a 
vessel leaving its dock as it backs 
into an alleyway. 

Once open, the excitement filled 
the exhibition hall as thousands of 
people attended the three day Fish-
ing Show.

What I liked at the Show?
There was a lot to like at the show, 

as it is the largest saltwater fishing 
show of its type in the Northeast. 
The Show featured tackle, rods, 
reels, lures, electronics, charter 
guides, boats, engines, accessories, 
clothing and much more.   About 
275 booths and hundreds of manu-
factures were represented at the 
show. 

The Kayak Centre of RI, 
North Kingstown, RI

Kayaks are still one of the fasted 
growing segments of boating. I par-
ticularly liked the Hobie Mirage 
Lynx shown at the Kayak Centre 
booth. Chuck Jay, Hobie Northeast 
Sales Representative, slapped the 
side of the Hobie Mirage Lynx and 
said, “What makes this boat differ-
ent is that it has a solid core, it’s 36 
inches wide for great stability, 11 
feet long and weighs only 47 
pounds.” Fully rigged the boat is 
only 63 pounds.  Christopher Ca-
tucci, a fishing sharpie and pro 
guide for the Centre and Hobie 
said, “Once I was introduced to 
kayak fishing I was hooked and 
have been fishing fresh and saltwa-
ter on kayaks ever since.” The Ho-
bie Mirage Lynx has a suggested 
retail pride of $2,995. However, The 
Kayak Center has a range of boats 
and price points. Visit them at www.
kayakcentre.com or at 70 Brown 
Street, North Kingstown (Wick-
ford), RI.

          Snug Harbor Marina, 
South Kingstown, RI

Elisa Cahill and her brother Matt 
Conti had one of their best days 
ever Saturday at the show.  Their 
large end cap booth had hundreds 
of customers buzzing in and out of 
it. “I’d like a reel to match up with 
this rod.” said Joel Salafia of Dur-
ham, CT. “We have a broad range of 
reels to match,” said Matt Conti of 
Snug Harbor. Joel settled on a $210 
Penn Squall bait caster reel and left 
the booth happy with his match. El-
isha Cahill said, “It has been very 
busy, it’s been an outstanding 
Show.”

 
Quaker Lane Bait & Tackle, 

North Kingstown, RI
“We had a terrific Show.” said 

Neil Hayes of Quaker Lane Bait & 
Tackle. “Customers each day were 
ready to buy. Our sales volume was 
way up. You could tell there was a 
lot of pent up demand out there.” 
When ask what was new at the 
show Neil said, “We introduced the 
new St. Croix Seage Surf Spinning 
Rods at the show. They are available 
in 7 to 12 foot lengths and are made 
with a newly engineered carbon fi-
ber that is both stonger in flexural 
strength and lighter than previous 
rods. They range in price from $210 
to $380.  And, have a St. Croix 
15-year warranty.”

 
Saltwater Edge, Middletown, RI
Louis Schlaker, an associate at the 

Saltwater Edge said, “Top water 
lures are my favorites for early 
spring striped bass fishing. Lures 
four to five inches tike Yo Zuri’s 
Hydro Pencil top water “Walk the 
Dog” style lure is great.  They are 
available in four colors … black/
silver, sardine, bone and mullet.” 
They were listed at $14.49 on the 
Saltwater Edge website.  Schlaker 
said, “I also like using a soft plastic, 
such as a 7 ½ inch slug-go and the 
Shimano Coltsniper Splash Walker 
is also a great spring top water 
lure.”  It was listed at about $18.99 
on the Saltwater Edge website. Visit 
www.saltwaterede.com. 

Dave Monti holds a captain’s master 
license and charter fishing license. He 
serves on a variety of boards and com-
missions and has a consulting business 
focusing on clean oceans, habitat pres-
ervation, conservation, renewable ener-
gy, and fisheries related issues and cli-
ents. Forward fishing news and photos 
to dmontifish@verison.net or vis-
it www.noflukefishing.com.

Climate impacts on   
fishing and boating

BEST DAY EVER: Elisa Cahill and her brother Matt Conti said they had 
one of their best days ever. Their booth was buzzing with customers all day 
Saturday at the Fishing Show. (Submitted photos)
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CLASSIFIEDS
Sun Rise 732-3100

NOTICES
005 Announcements
010 Notices
015 Devotions
030 Child Care Offered
040 Child Care Wanted
050 Business Services
060 Lost & Found
070 Misc. Wanted
075 Entertainment
080 Personal Services
085 Counseling
090 Classes/Instructions
095 Tutoring

AUTOMOTIVE
100 Autos Wanted
110 Auto Repair
120 Auto Parts
130 Autos For Sale
135 Mini Vans For Sale
140 Trucks/Vans For Sale
150 Motorcycles For Sale
160 RV's/Campers For Sale
170 Auto Rent/Lease
180 Auto Insurance

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
200 Bazaars/Flea Markets
202 Craft Items/Sales
205 Yard Sales
210 Free Merchandise
215 Misc. For Sale
220 Antiques/Collectibles
225 Boats & Motors
230 Building Materials
235 Coins/Jewelry
240 Cameras
243 Business/Office Equipment
245 Computers
250 Firewood/Fuel/Stoves
255 TV/Entertainment
260 Musical Instruments
265 Furniture
270 Appliances
275 Clothing
280 Bicycles
285 Sports/Exercise Equipment
290 Machinery/Tools

PETS/ANIMALS
300 Dogs For Sale
310 Cats For Sale

320 Pets/Animals
330 Pets Needing Homes
340 Animal Care
350 Pet Services
370 Free To Good Home

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
400 Businesses For Sale
405 Business Opportunities
410 Business Opportunities Wanted
420 Money To Lend
490 Employment Service

EMPLOYMENT
500 Help Wanted
510 General Office
520 Medical Help Wanted
530 Sales Help Wanted
540 Jobs/Situations Wanted

RENTALS
600 Apartments For Rent
605 Rentals
610 Condos For Rent
620 Garage For Rent

630 Rooms For Rent
635 Duplex for Rent
640 House For Rent
645 Commercial Rentals
650 Store/Office For Rent
655 Storage Space
660 Vacation Rentals
665 Marinas
670 Wanted To Rent
680 Roommate Wanted
690 House To Share

REAL ESTATE
700 Commercial For Sale

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, however, we ask you to check
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in
the next publication. Sun Rise shall not be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert,
any advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the cost of the actual space occu-
pied by the item in which error or omission or failure too insert occurred. Advertiser will be
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next issue at advertisers's option.

705 Investment Property
710 Mobile Homes For Sale
720 Land For Sale
730 Vacation Property
740 Florida Property
750 Real Estate Wanted
760 Real Estate Financing/Services
770 Condominiums For Sale
780 House For Sale
790 Auctions

900 BUSINESS SERVICES

JAY PACKAGING
GROUP

$900 SIGNING BONUS* 
*Signing Bonus is available to new employees for the successful 
completion of their new position as a packer or material handler. 

Located in Warwick, RI, we are a leader in the printing and packag-
ing industry, providing our customers with packaging solutions that 
stretch the limits of technology while delivering products in a timely, 
consistent and cost-competitive manner.  Our customer base is grow-
ing and we need motivated individuals to join our team and help to 
create innovative visual display packaging.  These positions are full 
time and not seasonal positions.

We offer a competitive benefit package including Blue Cross Blue 
Shield and Dental, VSP eye care, company-paid life insurance, 401(k), 
savings plan, vacation/holidays, and employee recognition programs 
in addition to a safe, clean working environment.

Mena Raso, Senior Human Resources
100 Warwick Industrial Drive, Warwick, RI 02886
Fax: 401.244.1398 • e-mail: mraso@jaypack.com

Hand Packers
1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift 

Material Handlers
1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift

Press Feeder
off shifts

Quality Assurance 
Manager

1st Pressman - off shifts

2nd Pressman

Thermoforming Operator

500  Help Wanted 500  Help Wanted 500  Help Wanted

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

JOHNSTON

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑
AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $ ________________   CHECK #  ____________

# OF WEEKS  AD IS TO RUN  _______________       DATE    ____________

# ___________________________________ ___

 EXPIRATION DATE:________________________________   3 DIgIT CODE________________

$12.00/Week
$14.00 w/Bold

$13.00/Week
$15.00 w/Bold

$14.00/Week
$16.00 w/Bold

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM✃

NAME   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ PHONE  _______________________________

ADDRESS   _________________________________________________________________________________CITY  _____________________ STATE   _____________ ZIP _______________    

Use 1 block for each letter, nUmber or pUnctUation mark. leave one blank block between each word or after each pUnctUation mark. (minimUm of 4 lines)

Mail coMpleted forM to:

Johnston Sun Rise Classified Dept.
1944 Warwick Avenue • Warwick, RI  02889

email: AmandaN@rhodybeat.com

4 Lines / $1200* • $1.00 for each additional line
• Bold Face First Line of ad for $2.00 per week
* Does Not Include Employment Ads
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more & SAVE 50¢ per week

DEADLINE:
tUESDAY
at 10 AM

To place your ad by phone,
call Amanda at 732-3100

750 Real Estate Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES: Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!! House needs 
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703

500  Help Wanted 500  Help Wanted

Book Release 2021 Baseball 
From Providence To Promi-
nence By Dan D’Alessio. ISBN# 
978-1-6624-3862-2 for hard copy. 
Also an E-Book and paperback.

215  Misc. For Sale

MISSING DOG FROM CT - 
Small, female Beagle/Dachshund 
mix, 15 lbs. Dark tan & white with 
diamond-shape white patch on 
back of neck and black on snout, 
brown eyes. Someone may have 
picked her up and didn’t realize 
she had a home. REWARD for 
safe return. Call 203-605-4487 or 
your local Animal Control Officer.

060 Lost & Found

Cars and Trucks wanted – Any 
condition - $300 and up; $ Cash 
Paid $ Call 401-943-6625 Lic# 
200

100 Autos Wanted

10,000 BTUs GE Air Condition-
ers: Asking $200. Netbook: Ask-
ing $100. Call 921-8031

270 Appliances

For Sale: 7 Speed adult tricycle 
– New. Never been ridden. $300. 
Call 401-737-6862

280 Bicycles

Spend $69/Month, make $300/
Month or more! Go to www.lav-
label.com or call 312-900-8015. 
Mention Code #8146452

Carpet Cleaning Trainee - 
$16/HR. Full time days. Valid 
drivers license. Clean BCI. 
Full benefits, excellent working 
conditions. Call Joe 401-258-
9648

Knights Liquor Warehouse is hir-
ing PT Cashier, Stock & Delivery 
Drivers. Prev retail exp preferred. 
Must have valid license, vehicle 
and ins. Must be 21+. Apply in 
store 1450 Hartford Ave, John-
ston.

Advertising Account Executive - 
National/Major Accounts - Local 
Newspaper Company seeking a 
seasoned professional for a print 
and digital sales position, cultivat-
ing new business and servicing 
current national, regional and ma-
jor local accounts. The ideal can-
didate would possess strong or-
ganizational skills. Assertiveness 
and strong communication skills 
are a must. Computer Skills (Out-
look, Word, Excel) helpful. Base 
Salary + Commission. Must have 
your own vehicle and be willing to 
spend time on the road as well as 
in a office setting. Interested can-
didates can send their resume to 
donnaz@rhodybeat.com.

Advertising Account Executive 
– West Bay - Local Newspaper 
Company looking for an adver-
tising sales representative to 
service the Cranston/Johnston 
area. Knowledge of this area and 
its businesses is preferred. Com-
puter Skills (Outlook, Word, Ex-
cel) helpful. The ideal candidate 
should possess strong organiza-
tional skills. Assertiveness and 
professionalism in the workplace 
is a must. They should be willing 
to work in an office environment 
as well as on the road. Sales 
experience helpful. But will train 
the ideal candidate. Must have 
your own vehicle and be willing 
to spend time on the road as well 
as in the office. Flexibility is key in 
this position. Base Salary + Com-
mission. Interested candidates 
can send their resume to don-
naz@rhodybeat.com.

PEST CONTROL TECH WANT-
ED. Full Time. Griggs and Browne, 
Providence. Competitive Salary. 
To apply, call 401-944-3400

CLEANER: Part-time. 1st Shift, 
20-25 hours/week, Monday-Sat-
urday. $13/Hour. Must have valid 
Driver’s License and clean BCI. 
Call Paul at 301-1162.

500  Help Wanted
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PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

CA$H FOR GOLD
BUYING and SELLING

Gold • Silver • Diamonds • Jewelry • Coins
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN — WE BUY IT ALL!

1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
401.525.CA$H (2274)

MON. 10AM-6PM • TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

HIGHEST PRICES PAID! Sell with confi dence

to a LICENSED precious metal dealer.

Atwood Coin and Jewelry
LIC. #201901-001

SEE OUR AD
ON THE

COLLECTIBLES
PAGE

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofi ng, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675
Luciano Nardone                       27 Tweed Street, Cranston

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LOCAL
Customers!

ONLY 
$1500

 PER WEEK
(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

WET BASEMENT – MOLD?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

Quality Workmanship • Reasonable Pricing

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversifi ed Services                RI Reg. #9386

M&M’sss
DINER

401-270-7371
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

1031 Plainfi eld Street
Johnston, RI 02919
Open Daily 7AM-8PM

3 EGGS 
& TOAST 

$149
PASTA WITH
1 MEATBALL 

$599
FISH &
CHIPS 

$799
1LB. T-BONE
DINNER 

$1799

NOW 
OPEN
at 7am!!

Available Thurs. March 17th
CORNED BEEF 
& CABBAGE 

$1399
FRESH ZEPPOLE



1168 Warwick Ave.
Warwick

463-7100
Monday - Thursday 10-6,
Friday & Saturday 10-4
John L. Spaziano
John W. Spaziano

Registered Opticians

SINGLE VISION LENSES
IF YOU WEAR GLASSES READ THIS…

BRING IN THIS AD FOR A FREE GIFT!

FREE 

F.T. -28 Bifocals $40
Progressive Lenses $100

OFFER AVAILABLE WITH
FRAME PURCHASE

PrimeTime
l i v i n g yo u r b e s t i n  t h e p r i m e o f yo u r l i f e

MARCH  2022                                                                                                                                                                                                                     RHODYBEAT.COM

IRISH
FACTS

Each year on St. Patrick’s Day, the Chicago 
River is dyed green as part of their weekend-
long celebration.

Church authorities have moved the Roman 
Catholic celebration of the feast day when it 
falls during Holy Week. St. Patrick’s Day will 
not fall during Holy Week again until 2160.

New London, Wis. is officially named “New 
Dublin” each year during the week of St. Pat-
rick’s Day

The Government of Ireland has registered the 
shamrock as a trademark

Before the 20th century, St. Patrick was more 
commonly shown wearing blue - not green 
- and the same shade of blue is used on an-
cient Irish flags.

People of Irish descent are the second largest 
self-reported ethnic in the United States be-
hind German-Americans

Ireland is ranked second in the world for 
highest annual alcohol consumption per 
capita according to the most recent data 
from the World Health Organization. The U.S. 
is ranked 43rd.

FUN

Easy Irish 
Soda Bread

Whether you’re Irish or not, St. Pat-
rick’s Day is a time for Celtic celebrations 
– so try your luck with a classic like Irish Soda 
Bread, a popular Irish recipe with a hint of 
sweetness from cinnamon and raisins. 

“Irish Soda Bread gets its name from the 
fact that it uses baking soda instead of yeast 
– which means making it is really as simple as 
mixing the ingredients together and baking it,” 
said Mary Beth Harrington of the McCormick 
Kitchens. 

2 1/2  cups flour
1/2 cup sugar
2  teaspoons caraway seed
1 1/2  teaspoons baking powder
1/2  teaspoon baking soda
1  teaspoon cinnamon, ground
1/2  teaspoon salt
1/2  cup raisins or currants
1 1/4  cups buttermilk
2  eggs
1/2  teaspoon pure
 vanilla extract

• Preheat oven to 350°F.
• Lightly grease 9-inch round cake pan.
• Mix flour, sugar, caraway seed, baking 
powder, baking soda, cinnamon and salt in 
large bowl. Stir in raisins.
• Mix buttermilk, eggs and vanilla in me-
dium bowl; stir into dry ingredients. 
• Spread in prepared pan.
• Bake 45 to 50 minutes or until toothpick 
inserted in center comes out clean. • Cool in 
pan on wire rack 10 minutes. Remove from 
pan. Cool completely on wire rack.
Source: McCormick

Everyone’s   IRISH
on St. Patrick’s Day!

LOVELY DAY FOR A GUINNESS

• Dry stout characterized by the flavor of roasted 
barley and a thick creamy head that is the result of 
beer being mixed with nitrogen when served

• The creator, Arthur Guinness, started brewing ales 
in 1759

• Guinness has fewer calories per pint than milk and 
orange juice

• About 40 percent of Guinness’ worldwide market is 
brewed and sold in Africa

May the road 
rise up to 
meet you,
May the wind 
always be at 
your back,
May the sun 
shine warm 
upon your 
face and 
rains fall soft 
upon your 
fields.

WAKE UP & SMELL THE IRISH COFFEE

• The Irish coffee cocktail is made from hot 
coffee, Irish whiskey and sugar, topped 
with thick cream

• Irish coffee was officially invented and 
named by the head chef at the Shannon 
International Airport in the 1940s

• The heavy cream is often replaced with 
liqueurs like Baileys Irish Cream

• The Irish cream used in Baileys amounts 
to 4.3 percent of Ireland’s total milk pro-
duction
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Located at: Greenwood Credit Union

2669 Post Road, Warwick, RI 02886

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered 
through Royal Alliance Associates Inc. (RAA), Member 
FINRA/SIPC.RAA is separately owned and other entities 
and/or marketing names, products or services reference 
here are independent of RAA. *(Additional insurance 
services Universal Wealth Management, LLC. and GCU 
Wealth Advisors)* at your option. 
Securities products are: Not NCUA Insured, No Credit 
Union Guarantee, May Lose Value.

For Each 
Stage of Life, 
The Right Plan 
Makes All The 
Difference!

GET TO KNOW GCU WEALTH ADVISORS 

Our detailed and passionate approach to each client’s individual goals can help you build 
the financial roadmap to where you want to be! 

Get started TODAY with a no-cost, no-obligation appointment with Financial Advisor 
Steve Volpe by calling (401) 562-2743 or email advisors@greenwoodcu.org

MEMOIRS
b y  S U S A N  D E A N

Making Memories
Emilia is four years old. My youngest grandchild. She is 

the daughter of my middle daughter, Joy. Joy and her hus-
band, Matt, and Emilia live in Texas, so we only see them a 
few times a year.

Last July we all gathered for a reunion in Waterville Val-
ley, New Hampshire. My other two daughters, Rachel and 
Gretchen, and their families joined us along with my brother 
and a few assorted cousins. My nephew flew in from Atlanta 
and Joy, Matt, and Emilia flew in from Dallas.

I took a lot of pictures of everyone doing various activi-
ties so that I could print them out and put them in an album. 
Yes, I am one of those hold-outs who still puts pictures into 
photo albums.

Emilia experienced the mountains of New Hampshire. 
From there she visited with us back in Rhode Island having 
fun at the beach before heading back to Texas.

We saw Emilia again in December. She was the flower girl 
in my youngest daughter’s wedding. Her mother, Joy, was 
also in the wedding and involved in all the preparations, so 
Emilia and I spent a lot of time together. I was the mother of 
the bride as well as the chief babysitter.

After everyone had returned home from the wedding 
weekend, I noticed that Emilia had left one of her toys be-
hind. A tiny plastic pink pig - about two inches tall - from 
her “Peppa Pig” collection. Peppa Pig hails from England, 
which explains why Emilia talked about “going on holiday” 
and “needing a plaster” for her scraped knee while we were 
acting out the endless scenarios that Emilia’s four-year-old 

imagination conjured up during our 
time together. I thought about just 
sending Peppa back to Emilia by mail, 
but then I had an idea.

I spent a few days placing Peppa in 
various places throughout the house 
and I took pictures of her doing things 
that Emilia had enjoyed. Since it was De-
cember and the house was decorated for 
Christmas, Peppa was seen playing with 
the snowglobes, and visiting with the nut-
crackers, and she fit right in with the pint-
sized figurines and bears on the window sills. 
She was also spotted going into the miniature 
theater where “The Nutcracker” was playing 
according to the sign on its tiny marquee.

Peppa stared out the window - amazed at 
the snow, and stood on the piano keys prepar-
ing to play Christmas carols, and was even found 
climbing on the Christmas tree for a close-up view 
of the star at the top.

Peppa peeked into 
the Christmas stockings 
and had lunch - grilled 
cheese and strawberries 
- and read “The Night 
Before Christmas”.

I decided to write a 
story using these 
pictures. As I was 
thinking about 
Peppa’s “holiday” I 
thought about Emil-
ia’s vacation with us back in

July. So I selected pictures from New Hampshire and 
Rhode Island that featured Emilia, and combining them 
with Peppa’s pictures, I came up with “The Adventures 
of Emilia and Peppa on Holiday”.

Emilia’s pictures showed her swimming, playing in the 
sand with her cousins, and eating ice cream. My favorite 
was the picture I had taken of her from the chairlift at 
Waterville Valley. Joy and I tried to convince Emilia to 
ride up with us. She took one look at it and said, “No, it’s 
too high and scary!”

So Joy and I rode up together. And Emilia was right. 
On our way back down the mountain the chairlift began 
to swing and bounce erratically. I would not have been 
a very good example of bravery for Emilia, as I really 
do have a fear of heights. Hyperventilating Nanas with 
eyes squeezed shut and wailing about wanting to get off 
would not have been a scene I’d want her to witness. 
Once the chairlift stabilized and continued its downward 
journey (and I had bravely opened my eyes), I spotted 
Emilia at the bottom waiting with her cousins for our 
arrival. I took a picture of her waving to us as we de-
scended. Sometimes four-year-olds are wise beyond 
their years.

Between Peppa’s holiday and Emilia’s vacation, I had 
forty-eight pictures in all. I wrote a few sentences about 
each picture and typed them into story form. I wasn’t 
sure how to display the pictures, but one day I happened 
to run into the Dollar Store. Walking down a random aisle 
I saw a lone small photo album that held fifty pictures. It 
was soft and pliable - just right for little hands - pink and 
decorated with hearts, unicorns, and rainbows. It was the 

o n l y 
one like it on the shelf - as if it had been wait-

ing just for me - and for only a 
dollar - it was perfect.

Emilia loved it. So much so 
that she asked her parents to read 
the story to her daily - many, 
many times daily - while she 
took charge of the photo album 
- turning the pages to match the 
text. I offered to read it to her on 
Facetime, to give her parents a 
break.

On Christmas I shared it with 
my older grandchildren, Mi-

chael, Abby, and Anthony since they were featured in many 
of the pictures with Emilia. Being teenagers, they exchanged 
knowing glances with each other, but I also saw a few smiles 
escaping from their indulgently attentive faces, too.

Perhaps they were remembering when they were little and 
the times we spent together. “Making memories” is what we 
used to call our shared adventures when they were Emilia’s 
age.

Right now Emilia is reveling in the fun of her recent past. 
Maybe someday years from now she’ll pull out a dusty pink 
photo album decorated with hearts, unicorns, and rainbows 
and find the faded typed pages that went with it. Maybe 
she’ll remember and laugh and reminisce about how she and 
Nana made memories so many years ago.

Memories can be fleeting - like ocean waves that appear 
and recede.

Each one disappears and another takes its place. I want 
to preserve as many of those ocean wave memories as I can 
to treasure in the years ahead, and for my grandchildren to 
treasure, too, as they grow into adulthood and travel through 
their years.

Emilia asked me to write another story. She wants it to be 
about her recent flower girl experience in her Aunt Gretch-
en’s wedding. Of course I said I would and I will need to get 
on it - we’ll be seeing her again in April.

Her mother had one request. “Perhaps you could make 
it…..a bit shorter this time?”

I told her I’d try - but who knows? Emilia and I agree that 
we can never have too many shared memories to cherish and 
she wants me to remember to include all of them, so that 
she’ll remember, too.

“Yes, I am one of those 
holdouts who still puts
   pictures into photo albums.
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Exploring Age-Friendly 
Housing Alternatives
Join AARP Rhode Island for a FREE 
virtual forum. Explore exciting 
housing trends such as accessory 
dwelling units (ADUs), tiny homes, 
intergenerational home sharing, 
communities of mutual support, 
and modifications you can make 
to your current home.

Thinking Outside the Four Walls: 
Age-Friendly Housing Ideas for 
How and Where You Want to Live
Tuesday, April 26  |  10 a.m
To register, visit  
aarp.org/RIEvents

stelizabethcommunity.org/ADCsupport
A non-profit, nonsectarian 501(c)(3) charitable organization and CareLink Partner.

New Participants Welcome!
TWO WARWICK LOCATIONS

OPEN 7:30 am - 4:30 pm
Apponaug Center

3270 Post Road
401-739-2847

Memory Care Center
140 Warwick Neck Avenue

401-739-2844

AARP - RHODE ISLAND
  b y  C A T H E R I N E  T A Y L O R

Elections in 2020 were unlike anything Rhode Island voters had experienced before. In 
response to the pandemic, state leaders put in place a number of common-sense measures 
to ensure that COVID-19 didn’t keep us and our neighbors from exercising our most basic 
right to vote: expanding mail ballot dropboxes, making the emergency voting process more 
like real early voting, ending the unnecessary requirement that voters have the signature of 
two witnesses or a notary on their mail ballot vote, and more.

And the results spoke for themselves. The 2020 elections saw Rhode Island’s highest turn-
out ever, even amidst a public health crisis. Despite their success, these reforms were only 
temporary, and expired at the end of 2020. And yet, the COVID crisis still sweeps across our 
communities years later, showing little signs of stopping.

I’m happy to share that AARP Rhode Island—on behalf of our 132,000 members across 
the state—is proud to be a key supporter of this year’s Let RI Vote Act.

At AARP, our members’ health and safety is our top priority, which is why we are a leader 
in the effort to make the changes that made the 2020 elections such a success permanent, 
through the Let RI Vote Act. According to AARP Rhode Island’s recent Vital Voices Survey, 
two-thirds (66%) of Rhode Island voters age 45+ strongly or somewhat support making per-
manent provisions to allow voters more choices in the way we can vote. And those choices 
are personally important: 55% of Rhode Island registered voters age 45+ prefer to vote at 
their polling place on election day in general elections, while 43% prefer to vote early.

We know that older adults are smart, committed citizens, and pandemic or not, deserve 
the ability to choose how you want to vote: whether early in-person, by mail, or on election 
day. And you deserve to have the process of voting be as straightforward, common-sense, 
and secure as possible.

This year’s Let RI Vote bills would make voting in our state better and more secure 
than ever. They would:
- Allow a voter to apply for a mail ballot online
- Shorten the deadline to request a Braille ballot
- Expand who is eligible to be on the ‘permanent mail ballot application list’ to include 
long-term nursing home residents
- Make permanent the secure mail ballot dropboxes that were used in every commu-
nity in 2020
- And, of course, End the requirement that mail ballots be signed by two witnesses or 
a notary public, which we know has been a barrier for so many of our members across 
the state to exercise their voting rights in past years.

AARP is proud to join the dozens of organizations who are supporting these bills.
And we hope you’ll take action too. Text “LETRIVOTE” to 30403, and get involved. 

Contact your lawmaker. Talk to your neighbors, and explain that the Let RI Vote Act is the 
best way to ensure all Rhode Islanders have accessible, secure voting options.

The 2022 elections are right around the corner. So let’s pass the Let RI Vote Act as soon 
as possible; it’s what AARP members, Rhode Island’s older adults, and voters across our 
state deserve.

Let RI Vote!

Coming Soon: Your Garden
If you’re like me, the arrival of March 

means your mind is on your garden – dream-
ing of what to plant this year, and impa-
tient to get started. AARP Rhode Island is 
gearing up for the growing season with the 
spring edition of our popular series of online 
workshops with experts from the URI Mas-
ter Gardener program. This spring’s topics 
include seed starting, bug and pest control 
and time-tested secrets to produce your most 
bountiful vegetable garden ever. The free, 
live three-part online series kicks off April 5. 
Register at www.aarp.org/RIEvents. You can 
watch recordings of last fall’s workshops, 
featuring sessions on pollinators, container 
gardens, and late-season plantings, by vis-
iting the AARPRI Replay Center at www.
aarp.org/RIReplays. There are many more 
videos – on healthy cooking (what to do with 
all those veggies?), livable communities, and 
more -- to check out there, too.

Community gardens are important features 
of age-friendly, livable communities that get 
people of all ages and abilities outside and 
bring them together to grow and share food. 
That’s why the AARP Community Chal-
lenge Grants program supports projects like 
community gardens and outdoor spaces that 
make our neighborhoods great places to live. 
Applications for 2022 quick-action Commu-
nity Challenge grants are open to non-profit 
organizations and government entities now 
through March 22. Learn more, see videos 
describing past winning projects -- such as 
Southside Community Land Trust’s inter-
generational garden project with St. Martin 
de Porres Center -- and apply at www.aarp.
org/RILivable.

Catherine Taylor is State Director of AARP 
Rhode Island

RETIREMENT SPARKS     
b y  E L A I N E  M .  D E C K E R

Presenting a series of questions to see how 
well you know your Retirement Sparks 
columnist, Elaine Decker. Take this self-
scoring quiz and compare your results to 
answers below. There may be more than 
one answer for each question.

1. Which of the following careers/profes-
sions did Elaine never consider?
• Archeologist
• Community Organizer
• Computer Programmer
• Catholic Nun
• Product Manager
• Politician

2. Which of the following did Elaine ever 
wear to work at Colgate Palmolive in 
NYC?
• Button-front mini skirt over hot pants 
romper
• Chalk stripe 3-piece suit
• Fishnet stockings
• Joan and David Pumps
• Over-the-knee Boots
• White blouse with pussycat bow

3. Never Have I Ever…
• Done karaoke
• Gotten a tattoo
• Hitchhiked
• Played beer pong
• Smoked marijuana
• Worn Crocs

4. Bones Elaine has broken and how
• Ankle snow skiing
• Arm falling from a swing
• Arm ice skating
• Foot grocery shopping
• Foot hanging out laundry
• Nose water skiing

5. Elaine’s Claims To Fame: Unusual 
skills and accomplishments
• Had 2 essays published in the Sunday 
New York Times
• Hand made outfits that won first prize 13 
times for Colgate’s Charity Doll Pageant
• Received Brown University’s Nan Tracy 
Award for alumni service to class
• Marched with a band in parades, includ-
ing Miss America Pageant in Atlantic City
• Once caught a fish with a worm tied to a 
fishing line (no lure or sinker)
• Won Most Original at a Halloween party 
dressed as a cat with a huge hair ball

6. Which of the following are NOT 
names of cats Elaine has ever owned?
• Daisy Hyacinth
• Lily Magnolia
• Luke the Magnificent
• Pansy Gardenia
• Thomas of the Train Tracks
• Tulip Wisteria

7. Which of the following musical 
instruments has Elaine NOT played?
• Accordion
• Alto Saxophone
• Clarinet
• Flutophone
• Oboe
• Piano

ANSWERS:
1. Elaine never considered being a commu-
nity organizer or a politician. Others were 
career paths she followed or considered at 
least briefly when she was young.

2. Elaine wore a button-front mini skirt 
over a hot pants romper, a chalk stripe 
3-piece suit and a white blouse with pussy-
cat bow. Talk about a split personality! (She 
couldn’t afford Joan and David pumps.)

3. Elaine never did any of the things listed 
in item 3. Really.

4. Clumsy Elaine broke all those bones 
listed except an ankle snow skiing.

5. All are Elaine’s claims to fame except 
that she didn’t win most original for that 
cat costume.

6. These are the actual names of Elaine’s 
first six cats. Bonus points if you know the 
names of the three cats she has now. (Email 
her for answers.)

7. Elaine has not played accordion or clari-
net. Her brother tried out the accordion. 
Flutophone was in fourth grade. She cur-
rently plays alto saxophone in a community 
band.
Copyright 2022 Business Theatre Unlimited
Elaine M. Decker’s books include Retirement 
Downsizing—A Humorous Guide, Retirement 
Sparks, Retirement Sparks Again, Retirement 
Sparks Redux and CANCER: A Coping Guide. 
Her essays appear in the anthologies: 80 Things 
To Do When You Turn 80 and 70 Things To Do 
When You Turn 70. All are available on Amazon.
com. Contact her at: emdecker@ix.netcom.com

How Well Do You
Know Your Columnist?
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1 Connect with a local advisor 

2 Review a tailored list of recommendations

3 Evaluate, tour and decide with confidence

H O M E  C A R EA S S I S T E D  L I V I N G M E M O R Y  C A R E I N D E P E N D E N T  L I V I N G

H O M E  C A R EA S S I S T E D  L I V I N G M E M O R Y  C A R E I N D E P E N D E N T  L I V I N G

Connect with us at 
1-888-390-6744

Rose

Find the right senior living option
for your mom or dad with our 
free personalized process

A Place for Mom helps thousands of families like 
Rose’s each year and simplifi es the process of 
fi nding senior living with customized guidance at 
no cost to your family.

Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

SOCIAL SECURITY
  b y  C H E R Y L  T U D I N O
             SOCIAL SECURITY PUBLIC AFFAIRS SPECIALIST

Defend against scammers 
who target Social Security

 
Scammers are always finding new ways to steal your mon-

ey and personal information by exploiting your fears.  The 
most effective way to defeat scammers is to know how to 
identify scams and to ignore suspicious calls and emails.   

One common tactic scammers use is posing as federal 
agents or other law enforcement.  They may claim your So-
cial Security number is linked to a crime.  They may even 
threaten to arrest you if you do not comply with their instruc-
tions.  

Here are three things you should do:
• Hang up right away or do not reply to the email.
• Never give personal information or payment of any kind.
• Report the scam at oig.ssa.gov to immediately notify the 

law enforcement team in our Office of the Inspector General.

You should continue to remain vigilant of phone calls 
when someone says there’s a problem with your Social Se-
curity number or your benefits.  If you owe money to us, we 
will mail you a letter explaining your rights, payment op-
tions, and information about appealing.

There are a few ways you can identify a scam call or email.  
Remember that we will never:

• Threaten you with benefit suspension, arrest, or other le-
gal action unless you pay a fine or fee.

• Promise a benefit increase or other assistance in exchange 
for payment.

• Require payment by retail gift card, cash, wire transfer, 
internet currency, or prepaid debit card.

• Demand secrecy from you in handling a Social Security-
related problem.

• Send official letters or reports containing personally iden-
tifiable information via email.

If you do not have ongoing business with our agency, it is 
unlikely we will contact you.  Again, if you get a suspicious 
call claiming to be from us or law enforcement about Social 
Security, you should hang up and report it right away to our 
Office of the Inspector General at oig.ssa.gov. 

The Social Security Administration will never threaten, 
scare, or pressure you to take an immediate action.

If you receive a call, text, or email that...
• Threatens to suspend your Social Security 

number, even if they have part or all of your 
Social Security number

• Warns of arrest or legal action 

• Demands or requests immediate payment 

• Requires payment by gift card, prepaid 
debit card, Internet currency, or by 
mailing cash 

• Pressures you for personal information 

• Requests secrecy 

• Threatens to seize  
your bank account 

• Promises to increase your  
Social Security benefit 

• Tries to gain your trust by providing fake 
“documentation,” false “evidence,” or 
the name of a real government official

…it is a scam!

Do not give scammers money or personal information – Ignore Them!

Protect yourself and others from Social Security-related scams
• Try to stay calm. Do not provide anyone with money or personal information when you feel 

pressured, threatened, or scared.

• Hang up or ignore it. If you receive a suspicious call, text, or email, hang up or do not respond. 
Government employees will not threaten you, demand immediate payment, or try to gain your 
trust by sending you pictures or documents.

• Report Social Security-related scams. If you receive a suspicious call, text, or email that 
mentions Social Security, ignore it and report it to the SSA Office of the Inspector General (OIG). 
Do not be embarrassed if you shared personal information or suffered a financial loss.

• Get up-to-date information. Follow SSA OIG on Twitter @TheSSAOIG and Facebook @SSA 
Office of the Inspector General for the latest information on Social Security-related scams. Visit 
the Federal Trade Commission for information on other government scams.

• Spread the word. Share your knowledge of Social Security-related scams. Post on social 
media using the hashtag #SlamtheScam to share your experience and warn others. Visit 
oig.ssa.gov/scam for more information. Please also share with your friends and family.

SCAM ALERT

Social Security Administration | Publication No. 05-10597 | September 2021 | Produced at U.S. taxpayer expense

UNKNOWN CALLER

One way people can get 
the new tax year off to a 
good start is by checking 
their federal income tax 
withholding. They can do 
this using the Tax With-
holding Estimator on IRS.
gov.

This online tool helps 
employees avoid having 
too much or too little tax 
withheld from their wages. 
It also helps self-employed 
people, who have wage 
income, estimate tax pay-
ments that they should 
make to avoid unexpected results at tax time. Having too 
little withheld can result in a tax bill or even a penalty at 
tax time. Having too much withheld results in less money 
in their pocket. The estimator can help them get to a bal-
ance of zero or a desired refund amount.

Taxpayers can use the results from the Tax Withhold-
ing Estimator to determine if they should:
· Complete a new Form W-4, Employee's Withholding Al-
lowance Certificate and submit it to their employer.
· Make an additional or estimated tax payment to the IRS.

The Tax Withholding Estimator asks taxpayers to es-
timate:
· Their 2022 income.
· The number of children they will claim for the child tax 
credit and earned income tax credit.
· Other items that will affect their 2022 tax return when 
they file in 2023.

The Tax Withholding Estimator does not ask for person-
ally identifiable information, such as a name, Social Se-

curity number, address, and 
bank account numbers. The 
IRS doesn't save or record 
the information entered in 
the Estimator.

Before using the Estima-
tor, it can be helpful for 
taxpayers to gather appli-
cable income documents 
including:
· Their pay stubs
· Forms W-2 from employ-
ers to estimate their annual 
income
· Forms 1099 from banks, is-

suing agencies and other payers including unemployment 
compensation, dividends, distributions from a pension, an-
nuity, or retirement plan
· Form 1099-K, 1099-MISC, W-2 or other income state-
ment for workers in the gig economy
· Form 1099-INT for interest received
· Other income documents and records of virtual currency 
transactions

These documents are not needed to use the estimator but 
having them handy will help taxpayers estimate 2022 in-
come and answer other questions asked during the process.

The Tax Withholding Estimator results will only be as 
accurate as the information entered by the taxpayer. People 
with only pension income should not use the Estimator. 
Those with wage income can account for current or future 
pension income. People with more complex tax situations 
should use the instructions in Publication 505, Tax With-
holding and Estimated Tax. This includes taxpayers who 
owe alternative minimum tax or certain other taxes, and 
people with long-term capital gains or qualified dividends.

For additional information please visit www.irs.gov

YOUR TAXES
  b y  M E G  C H E V A L I E R

Start the 2022 tax year off right by checking withholdings
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Cremation with Memorial Service
$2,645.00

This service includes:
gathering and collation of vital statistic information,

one person transfer of remains to the funeral home, use of facilities
for state mandated 24-hour waiting period, preparation of remains

(not embalming), cremation container, transfer of remains to
crematory, crematory fee, state of ri $30.00 permit fee

and use of funeral home for memorial service with rental urn.

Also Available: Immediate Cremation – $1,830.00

Route 44 • Greenville, RI
(401) 949-0180

andersonwinfield.net

ASSISTED LIVING 

REHABILITATION & SKILLED NURSING

  Short Term Rehab
  Respite Care
  Long Term Care
  End of Life Care 

A Not for Profit Organization                  CareLink Member

1811 Broad Street
Cranston, RI  02905
401-461-1433

50 Warwick Avenue
Cranston, RI  02905
401-461-1444
  Respite Suites
  Spacious One Bedroom  
    Apartments
  Shared Apartments

Accepting admissions in both the Assisted Living and 
Rehabilitation & Skilled Nursing

The Destination of Choice for Wellness and Eldercare

www.ScandinavianCommunities.org

SENIOR ISSUES
b y  L A R R Y  G R I M A L D I

The word “friendship” is rooted in the Old English word, 
“freondscipe,” signifying a mutual liking or regard. Musical 
catalogues are full of songs about friendship such as “You’ve 
Got a Friend in Me,” (Randy Newman), “Thank You for Be-
ing a Friend,” (Andrew Gold), “Lean on Me,” (Bill Withers), 
“That’s What Friends Are For,” (Stevie Wonder), and the 
aforementioned, “You’ve Got a Friend.”

Family members are friends on an intimate level (except 
for a disgruntled Italian relative who casts the evil-eye on 
you for a perceived slight or long-forgotten insult). I am very 
fortunate to have a caring, loving and supportive immediate 
family. I am also surrounded by a legion of compassionate, 
empathetic, and extraordinary in-laws who adopted me as 
a sibling more than 50 years ago. We have celebrated life’s 
joys, triumphs and milestones together, and consoled each 
other when confronted with life’s challenges.

My three children and five grandchildren are the gold 
standards of my friendships. We share special bonds that are 
a source of constant joy. At the pinnacle of the friendship 
mountain stands my wife Kathy. We have worked togeth-
er, raised our children, laughed, cried, argued, apologized, 
compromised, traveled, and shared our lives with a mutual 
respect and faithfulness that is all too uncommon in today’s 
disposable world. Most importantly, she has cared, nurtured, 
endured, and loved me unconditionally during the roughest 
times of my life. Her quiet courage and inner strength are 
embodied in Bill Withers’ “Lean on Me.”

Fortune may favor you with a small, loyal circle of true 
friends. Sometimes it takes a crisis to realize how grateful 
you are for their presence and to appreciate their sincere 
concern for your well-being. They stand by you; check 
on you frequently to boost your morale when you are 
out-of-sorts, and inspire you to better health. I don’t want 
to embarrass them, so I’ll just refer to them as the Three 
Amigos. I know they will recognize themselves.

I met Amigo One in 1962 as a freshman at Classical 
High School. We worked hard to handle the rigors of a 
strenuous college preparatory curriculum. In retrospect, 
Classical High School Academic Boot Camp was the per-
fect training ground for higher education. (But I’m get-
ting ahead of myself). Amigo One and I double-dated for 
high school dances, spent many Sundays at South County 
beaches, and speculated about life and our futures. We 
moved uptown (or down south if you prefer) to the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island in 1966. I preferred a relaxed ap-
proach my journalism studies and was eager to explore 
the opportunities of my new-found freedom. He applied 
extraordinary effort to his engineering courses. I do take 
credit, however, for his first inebriation on Colt 45 malt li-
quor at one of the regular weekend parties in my off-cam-
pus room. While he was more conservative than me, our 
lives moved on surprising similar paths after graduation. 
We were both married within two years and were best men 
at each other’s wedding. We both had three children and 
became homeowners.

Obligations of growing families and establishing our re-
spective careers curtailed time spent together. With retire-
ment and other obligations in the rear-view mirror, we re-
invigorated our friendship. After my recent surgeries, Amigo 
One called and e-mailed me often, asking about my recovery 
progress and lifting my spirits. This friendship of more than 
60 years is a perfect reflection of Randy Newman’s, “You’ve 
Got a Friend in Me.”

I met Amigo Two when I began coaching my son’s Little 
League team in the mid-1980s. We shared similar perspec-
tives about youth sports, such as learning the game, good 
sportsmanship, and, above all, having fun. He was a char-
ter member of the Friday Night After Little League Games 
“Conference” at a local pub. As the adage goes, “The proof 
is in the pudding.” More than 30 years later, when we see one 
our former players, they greet us enthusiastically and spend 
a few moments reminiscing about games played at Lee Ro-
mano field. I realized that we had instilled the correct per-
spective one night when one of my players asked if the team 
would be still be treated to ice cream AFTER we had lost a 
game. Over the years, this friendship bloomed into cruises, 
trips to California wine country, tours of France and Italy, 
the Saratoga Race Track, among other travels, and count-
less celebrations (some for no reason at all) at each other’s 
houses. As with Amigo One, he has made it a point to call 
and check on me numerous times during my recent illness. 

For Amigo Two, “Thank You for Being a Friend,” by Andrew 
Gold is appropriate.

I met Amigo Three via the same Little League connection 
as Amigo Two. He was also a member of the Friday Night 
“Conference.” As with Amigo Two, the friendship bloomed 
into cruises, a tour of Italy, trips to Saratoga and more gath-
erings at each other’s houses. The friendship has spanned 
over three decades with one interesting twist-a sharp division 
of political views. I fall on the left of the political spectrum. 
He is on the right. Last summer, were enjoying a cold one 
after a golf game when we began a boisterous discussion 
about the 45th president. As the third member of our three-
some listened to a debate marked by increasing volume, the 
gentleman at the next table was so entertained that he sent 
us a beer. Even this heated exchange did not our fracture our 
friendship. We talked ourselves out and then scheduled our 
10:36 Thursday tee time with no bruised egos. As with the 
other Amigos, he called frequently while I was ill. As winter 
approached, we talked about our mutual snowbird sabbati-
cals in south Florida. For Amigo Three, I chose “That’s What 
Friends are For,” by Stevie Wonder.

By now, it’s obvious that “You’ve Got a Friend” applies to 
each of these special persons in my life.

Larry Grimaldi is a freelance writer from North Providence. Com-
ments can be e-mailed to lvgrimaldi49@gmail.com.

You’ve Got A Friend and The Three Amigos
(With apologies to Carole King and James Taylor, Chevy Chase, Steve Martin, and Martin Short)
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This Month’s Featured Business...

• Complete range of the most
advanced laboratory tests

• 50 locations - no appointment
necessary

*RIH Ventures d.b.a Lifespan Laboratories

Call 401-793-4242 / 1-800-980-4244
www.LifespanLabs.org

Labs_ad_PT.qxp_Prime Time  6/29/17  9:28 AM  Pag  
LABORATORY SERVICESSENIOR HOUSING

70 Lincoln Avenue
Cranston

401-946-4868 

Choose

Senior Housing Apartments
as your new home

Conveniently located to public transportation and nearby shopping plaza

www.presidentialapts.com

BUSINESS
PROFESSIONALS
and  SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

ADVERTISE HERE

Products and 
Services

Designed to 
Make Your
Life Easier

CALL 401-732-3100
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ADVERTISING

To Advertise,
call 401-732-3100

for details

MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS
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AFFORDABLE
RETIREMENT HOUSING

Phoenix PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, INC.
401-739-0100         www.phoenix-ri.com

Innovative programs designed for today’s active older adults.
We offer beautiful and carefully planned private apartments, modern amenities, 

personal support service options, socialand recreational activities, and caring and experienced staff.
Providence        Pawtucket        Warwick        North Kingstown

Newport        Middletown        Portsmouth        Jamestown
To be eligible for occupancy consideration for most communities, 

households must satisfy established income limits.
For more information, contact:

ACCORDING TO DON
b y  D O N  F O W L E R

In-home care services, and the caregivers 
who provide those services, have been criti-
cal to the peace of mind of families during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Throughout the 
pandemic, local Right at Home offices have 
been an in-home care solution to families 
and have created secure employment for 
caregivers. In recognition of those efforts, 
Right at Home of Warwick, Rhode Island, a 
local office, received the 2022 Best of Home 
Care® – Employer of Choice Award from 
Home Care Pulse®, a leading experience 
management firm in the home care industry 
that performs satisfaction research and qual-
ity assurance.

The Best of Home Care – Employer of 
Choice Award is based on the results of care-
giver experience surveys. Among the qualifi-
cations, providers must have their caregivers 
surveyed by Home Care Pulse for at least six 
consecutive months and have an overall sat-
isfaction score of 8.75 or higher.

Right at Home owners Naomi Cotrone 
and her brother Asher Fink are incredibly 
excited to receive this award. They opened 
their Right at Home business in 2014 and are 
grateful to be involved in the local commu-
nity by providing an outstanding work set-
ting for their caregivers. Naomi and Asher 
are extremely humbled by this recognition 
especially given the experience of the past 
couple of years with COVID-19.

“We’re excited to congratulate Right 
at Home of Rhode Island for their well-
deserved achievement: earning the Best of 
Home Care – Employer of Choice Award,” 
said Todd Austin, President of Home Care 
Pulse. “Since this award is based on employ-
ee feedback, it shows the dedication Right at 
Home of Rhode Island has to providing their 
employees with a great working experience, 
ensuring clients have well-trained, compas-
sionate caregivers.”

Right at Home partners with Home Care 
Pulse to gather feedback from clients and 
caregivers via live phone interviews each 
month. Because Home Care Pulse is an in-
dependent third-party company, it is able to 
collect honest and unbiased feedback. Great 
care starts with happy caregivers, and the 
Employer of Choice Award validates that 
Right at Home’s caregivers like working for 
the home care agency, which translates into 
exceptional care for clients.

ABOUT RIGHT AT HOME 
The Warwick, Rhode Island office of Right at 

Home is a locally owned and operated franchise 
office of Right at Home, LLC, serving the com-
munities of Kent County and Providence County. 
For more information, contact Right at Home of 
Warwick, Rhode Island at www.rahri.com, at 401-
383-1950 or by email at tricia@rahri.com

Right at Home of Rhode Island
receives 2022 Best of Home Care® Award

“Could you please repeat that?” I would of-
ten say to the person on the other end of the 
phone call.

Even with my hearing aids, I would often 
have a problem understanding the words.

My ENT doctor had the perfect solution: A 
CaptionCall phone.

Similar to captioned television, Caption-
Call provides written captions on a large, 
easy-to-read screen. It works like a regular 
telephone, using a handset or built in speaker.

A letter from your doctor sets the process in 
motion, all available through a special grant

An installer/instructor came to my house 
and set the phone up, teaching me how to use 
its many features and then providing me with 
a manual containing all the information that 
I will forget when he leaves. The manual is, 
like the display screen, even in large print. 
How did they know?

Want to hear the really good news? It is all 
FREE!

As a provision of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, the U.S. federal government es-
tablished a fund to give individuals with hear-
ing loss access to captioned telephone service 
at no cost.

The many features include the speaker 
phone, which allows my wife to participate 
in the call from her chair, volume control, 
a missed call button, so that you can return 
calls with one touch of a button, and a phone 
book built into the machine.

The phone is invaluable to me, as I often do 
telephone interviews for Prime Time. During 
some of the interviews, I will talk to people 
with specific accents, resulting in the King’s 
English getting murdered.

“Don” often becomes “Dawn” while 
“Joyce” came out “Juice”.

Note: There is at least one other company 
providing this service, and the phones are 
available for purchase for those who do not 
qualify.

Telephone Help For The Hearing Impaired

savvy 
seniors

advertise to

To find out more about this 
valuable and cost effective  

advertising opportunity, 

call  401-732-3100
or  401-821-2216

Looking to promote your products or services to a growing group of 
Baby Boomers and senior citizens?  Look no further than PrimeTime 
where you can advertise alongside informative features on topics that 
range  from finance to health to
retirement communities & beyond. 

PrimeTime
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